The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International

Alpha Sigma State Executive Board and General Session Meeting

Icicle Village Resort, Leavenworth, Washington

April 26, 2008

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by President Janet LeBeau at 9:30 A.M.

Flag Salute

Susan Fritts led the Flag Salute followed by Janice Moen leading us in the singing of 

“God Bless America”.

Collect

Mary Nygaard read an inspirational passage.

Introductions

President Janet LeBeau introduced the members of the Executive Committee and our International guest, Dr. Carolyn Rants.

Bobbie Fox, Joy Ledgerwood and Mary Nygaard have been appointed to the Minutes Review Committee.

Kris Bishop welcomed the members and gave the credentials report.  There were 145 members in attendance.  There were 8 state officers, 7 past state presidents, 6 area liaisons, and 35 chapter presidents.  

Rules of the Meeting

Parliamentarian Sandra Smith provided the rules of the meeting that were then read by President Janet LeBeau.  

Minutes

Terri Diehm presented the briefed minutes from the September 22, 2007 Executive Board Meeting and the briefed minutes from the April 21, 2007 General Session.

Treasurer Report

Desta Taylor gave the Treasurer’s Report.  Desta noted a correction to the date of her report.  The report should read March 2008.  Our total assets are $111,485.76.  Our membership is 1290 active members and 132 reserve members.  This is down 22 members which is an improvement from last years drop of 70 members.  Desta reported that two chapters will be initiating 5 members each in May.  

Barbie Buchanan and Joanne Vining have vouchers for requesting funds.  Vouchers need to be signed by the chairman of your committee.

Desta requests that each chapter treasurer pick up the IRS packet she has prepared.  The IRS is asking that non-profit groups file a report.  The packet will help each chapter treasurer go through the filing process step by step.

Correspondence

Corresponding Secretary, Geneva McCoy, reported that Alpha Sigma State has received a request from Jackie Cuppy regarding our participation in the  traditional monetary gift given to the outgoing International President.  The Alpha Sigma State Executive Committee voted to award a $25 gift for this purpose.

Geneva also received word that Becky Hendrickson received a scholarship from the Cornetet Fund to attend a WORD conference.

Presidents Report

President Janet LeBeau reported an error in the annual reports booklet.  One of the two listings for the bylaws report is really the finance report.

President Janet explained that the Executive Committee was trying many new things for this Convention in Leavenworth. Please take the time to give us feedback by filling out the evaluations.

It was explained that International President Dr. Day wanted each state to select a “Women of Passion”.  Alpha Sigma State has given Desta Taylor that honor.  Desta has shown her passion in many areas.  Her most recent passion is her work with the orphanage in El Salvador.  

Melinda Gates has declined our invitation to be an honorary member due to time commitments.

Continue to recognize members of your own chapter with a chapter achievement award.  

President Janet introduced our International guest, Dr. Carolyn Rants.

Dr. Rants shared her appreciation with us regarding our endorsement of her for International President for the next biennium.  Dr. Rants went on to speak about the 8 key initiatives that our International President, Dr. Day, has been promoting during her biennium.  

Delta Kappa Gamma is still looking into the possibility of committee restructuring.  Amendments to this restructuring can occur at the 2010 International Convention.  

Dr. Rants also discussed the upcoming amendment for a dues increase.  She wanted us to consider the benefits that are provided for our membership such as, the online materials and resources, networking, support for beginning teachers, etc.  Dr. Rants commented that we must pay for what we value.  Delta Kappa Gamma is also looking into non-dues revenue such as, vendor fees and money back from those signing up for a credit card. 

The third volume of the Delta Kappa Gamma history is still being worked on and is projected to be ready by the 2010 International Convention.

Parliamentary Pause
The parliamentary pause was prepared by Sandra Smith and read by President Janet LeBeau.

Musical Break

Music Representative Janice Moen offered a musical moment and stretch break.

International Reports
Barbie Sharrard of the Educational Foundation Board reported that $11,000 was given to Washington members in the form of project grants or professional development.  

A CD will be available this summer regarding electronic tools on the internet.

Delta Kappa Gamma will begin advertising in an educational leadership journal.

The Seminar for Purposeful Living will be held in Debuque, Iowa, July 17-20, before the International Convention in Chicago.  Registration forms can be found online.

Music Representative Janice Moen reported on the use of music in all chapter activities including celebrations, installations, initiations, and simply for enjoyment.  There is a music CD available from International.

Please consider signing up for the chorus if you are attending the International Convention in Chicago.

Rose Ann Moore, NW Regional Director, expressed the honor she feels to serve our organization.  Rose Ann called our attention to several articles in the most recent bulletin on mentoring.  She also encouraged us to check out the editions online and noted that many non-members are finding the online bulletins a great resource.

Rose Ann offered an invitation to the International Convention in Chicago, and more specifically, to join other members from the NW Region for the Regional Breakfast. 

Rose Ann ended by congratulating the state and chapter presidents for “leading with wisdom and passion” and “making a difference”.

Marj Patten, Chairman of the 2010 International Committee, reported that we are on schedule for 2 years prior to International Convention.  Barb Van Every sent out 53 letters in October to prospective committee chairman and received 32 responses with 15 more names being offered as possibilities.  The Mexican Cruise should bring in around $3500 and our total for the past two years is $10,147.37.   The goal for Washington Night is $30,000 which translates to a voluntary assessment of $25 per member.

Sherri Wagemann, Communications Chairman, shared the DVD that she developed to advertise the 2010 International Convention to be held in Spokane, WA.  Janice Moen added the musical background.

Janice Moen, Music Representative, reported that the theme for the Rainbow Lodge Retreat will be “Wisdom for Leading, Passion for Living”.  Workshops and activities will include; writing your life story, book sharing, nature walks, leadership tips, facials, games, songs etc.  The price will remain the same at $185.00.  Registration forms are available online.  There will be a drawing for two $50 scholarships.

Wendy Selde, Research Chairman, mentioned that a DVD of the Rainbow Lodge Retreat activities from two years ago would be available for viewing in the afternoon.

Wendy Selde commented on the biographies and chapter histories that are being collected.  These biographies are a way to leave a chapter legacy and celebrate members.

June Robinson of the Bylaws Committee presented four motions for consideration.  

Amend Article III, Section B, by adding a second sentence:  Membership records shall be kept at the chapter level.  Article III, Section B would read:  Chapters within the state shall have full power to act in matters of chapter membership.  Membership records shall be kept at the chapter level.  Motion Passed.

Amend Article, V, Section B.  Executive Committee 1.  Insert the word only between “be” and “the elected officers”.  Change (.) at the end of the first sentence to (;) followed by the words, president, vice presidents and the secretaries.  Delete the second sentence (the Treasurer and executive secretary shall serve as ex officio members.)  Add, “the president may invite others to this meeting.”  Article V, Section B. Executive Committee 1. Would read: “The Executive Committee shall be only the elected officers; president, vice presidents, and secretaries.  The president may invite others to this meeting”.  Motion Passed.

Amend Article VIII.  Committees, Section C.  Society Business. 1 Bylaws, Rules and Policies.  Add  f. “send an updated copy of the Bylaws and Standing Rules to the Chairman of the International  Constitutions committee each time an amendment or other change is made to this document.”  Motion passed.

Amend Article VIII committees, Section f.  Special Committees add 4.  Leadership Development Committee. “an ad hoc Leadership Development Committee appointed by the president shall be composed of a chairman and two other members to conduct training programs for new state and chapter officers during even-numbered years.  The second vice president will assist the committee as needed.    Motion passed.

Executive Secretary Report

Rose Ann thanked Area VI and Kris Bishop for their excellent work in preparing for convention.  Zeta chapter was also thanked for the many ways they helped.

Fall Board will be held Sept 26-27, 2008 at Howard Johnson in Yakima.  The room rate will be $74.00.  Area V will be hosting with Bobbi Fox as chairman and Kathy Williamson as registrar.

Spring Convention will be held April 24-25, 2009 at the Doubletree in Spokane.  The room rate will be $102.00.  This will be a great opportunity to see the facilities and ask questions for the upcoming 2010 International Convention held at the same venue.   Area VIII will be hosting with Lisa Wiese as chairman.  The registrar for this convention will be announced at a later date.

The directory for this fall will be a full directory, including information for membership and program chairs.  Please submit corrected information for addresses and emails.

Rose Ann asked that we contact her with information regarding the area workshops ASAP.  She needs the date, contact person and location.

Finance Committee Report

Barbee Buchanan reported that we are not in balance.  After some checking, it was reported that line item number 5 was the correct information and we are now in balance.

If you are requesting funds for travel to the International Convention in Chicago please get a travel request from Barbee Buchanan.

Barbee Buchanan made a motion to accept the proposed 2008-2009 budget.  Motion passed.

Nominations Report

Cathy Johnson presented three nominations to be voted upon.  Nominees are:  

Mary Ruth Williamson, Nominations Committee; Linda Pearn, Executive Secretary and Charlotte Kohnhorst, Rachel Royston Permanent Scholarship Foundation Committee.  There were no nominations from the floor.  The three nominees were elected to their respective committee or position.  

New Business

It was reported that International is requesting a dues increase of $20.  We were asked by President Janet to have a discussion regarding this increase during lunch.

The meeting was temporarily adjourned for the Rachel Royston meeting at 11:35 PM.

Official adjournment was 11:55 PM.

Respectfully submitted by,

___________________________________     
__________________________________

Terri Diehm, Recording Secretary


Janet LeBeau, President

