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Delta Tau Members Tour Alpha State Headquarters
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Delta Tau member (l-r) Caroll Bowers, Karen Pribyla, Marie Morris, Sharon Chambliss, Sharon Morrow, and Mollie Lusty pose  for an official group picture in front of the bookshelves in the Conference Room housing Alpha State artifacts of historical significance. 
At 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 25, 2009, six members of Delta Tau Chapter visited the new Alpha State Headquarters offices at 6220 Campbell Road, Suite 204, Dallas, Texas.  Attending the Open House for Delta Tau were President Sharon Morrow, Vice-President Marie Morris, Treasurer Sharon Chambliss, Parliamentarian Caroll Bowers, and members Mollie Lusty and Karen Pribyla.  

The Headquarters staff and the State Headquarters and Archives Committees cooperated to offer two Open Houses for chapters to visit the new office this year.  One Open House was scheduled on Saturday, October 25, 2008; and the second was scheduled for April 25.
New Alpha State Executive Secretary/Treasurer Betty Vines and State Archives Chairman Patti Belknap welcomed Delta Tau to the tour of the Alpha State Office facilities, including historical artifacts of Delta Kappa Gamma Society International held in trust by Alpha State.  Incoming State Headquarters Chairman Jeanie Stiles (former Area IX Coordinator) served as a tour guide and the unofficial photographer supplying Delta Tau with a group picture documenting the visit.

Delta Tau was complimented as a chapter that provided two of six Area IX Alpha State Presidents (Dr. Sarah Tobolosky, 1963-65; and Dr. Aleene  Van de Grift, 1989-91) and one International President (Dr. Sarah Tobolosky, 1980-82).  In the foyer, the new “donated-through-Area IX-Chapter-contributions” display cabinet houses Sarah Tobolosky’s International President’s pin, among a number of mementos in honor of the six current and past Area IX Alpha State Presidents.  The cabinet also displays pieces of the rose patterned china purchased by Dr. Annie Webb Blanton for Dr. Eula Lee Carter.  The Delta Kappa Gamma ceremonies scarf displayed has the label “Dr. Annie Webb Blanton.”  A recently donated silver compact was a gift to founder Ruby Terrell Lomax by Alpha State in 1954.

Other memorable artifacts included a gold framed shadowbox display of the official Alpha State gavel presented to Dr. Annie Webb Blanton by the Texas State Teachers Association in 1917 honoring her TSTA presidency.  In turn, the gavel was presented to Alpha State in 1933 and continues to be the opening gavel of all Alpha State conventions. 

The Headquarters facility has an office for Executive Secretary Betty Vines, a kitchen/network server/printer room, an office for Office Assistant Tish Mulkey and a Conference Room used for Society meetings and receptions and as a work space for committees.  This room also displays archival items including: 

· A letter to Dr. Eula Lee Carter from Dr. Annie Webb Blanton

· Dr. Annie Webb Blanton’s gavel box

· Society jewelry

· Original Alpha State newsletter, “Skip-o-gram,” published by Dr. Eula Lee Carter

· A Bible presented to Alpha State by Dr. Eula Lee Carter

· A bound book of letters written to Dr. Annie Webb Blanton by the Founders and state members upon her retirement

· Bound Convention Minutes

· Bound copies of the “Lone Star News”

The Conference Room is available for chapters to use for meetings when a Use of Facilities Application is downloaded from the Alpha State website and submitted and approved by the State Headquarters Committee.  Delta Tau members observing the Delta Kappa Gamma significance of the Conference Room suggested that the Program of Work Committee consider scheduling one Delta Tau meeting in 2009-2010 at Headquarters in the Conference Room.

Following the tour, the six Delta Tau ladies proceeded to an early lunch/brunch at the charming Café de France just up Preston Road from Headquarters.  The wonderful ambiance, service and good food of this neighborhood restaurant was a definite plus for a recommendation of a regular chapter meeting held at our very own Alpha State Headquarters.

        message from…

         the president
  As our last meeting is just days away, I want to remind all members that our official Delta Tau Chapter Service Project is the Stilwell Retirement Residence in Waco.  For the last four years, Delta Tau members brought small but valuable personal items to be used as prizes for Game Nights at the Residence, as well as wrapped Christmas gifts for retirees lacking family support.  Delta Tau has committed to meeting these needs for Stilwell residents. 

Stilwell Operations Director Bob Herndon presented a program for Delta Tau three years ago detailing the costs and services provided by Stilwell for retired teachers.  The Residence is in the midst of extensive remodeling and expansion as a result of fund-raising spearheaded by ex-Dallas ISD Superintendent and Stilwell Board President Linus Wright.  A Delta Tau sponsored visit to Stilwell Retirement Residence is an opportunity to provide support to retired Texas teachers.  

Bring as many small gift items to our last meeting on Saturday, May 9, at the Irving ISD Administration Building at 9:30 a.m. as you can afford to donate to the retired men and women teachers of Stilwell.  Gifts do not have to be wrapped.  Large collection bags will be provided.

Delta Tau has typically delivered gifts three times per year—once in the fall, at Christmas, and again in late spring.  May 9 is our last Chapter meeting for this year and our last opportunity to bring the collection of gift items for Stilwell to meet the Chapter project goal this year.  Currently, there are not enough gift items to justify a trip to Waco.  Remember, items such as soaps, tissues, note cards, body lotions, etc., are all easily purchased by us but are difficult to obtain for retired teachers living on fixed incomes with limited mobility and opportunity.  Both retired men and women at Stilwell need your consideration.  The Dollar Store, Target, Big Lots and Wal-Mart are just a few of the excellent stores offering bargains on personal items.  If you have not shopped for Stilwell yet, you have a little more than a week to meet our Chapter Service Project goal for a Spring delivery.    

Also at the Chapter meeting, we will need two members to volunteer to drive and deliver the collection of gift items to the Stilwell Retirement Residence, 5400 Laurel Lake Drive, Waco, TX 76710.  The driver-volunteers will call Operations Director Bob Herndon at (254) 772-4644 to make arrangements for the delivery of the gifts.  In return, he will provide an opportunity for the Delta Tau volunteers to meet available Delta Kappa Gamma retirees at Stilwell, tour the facilities, and have lunch in the residence dining hall.  Members who have volunteered and made this trip in the past are Barbara Benson, Ann Ouzts, Lanell Long and Sharon Morrow.  All expressed how worthwhile the trip was.  

Consider volunteering to participate in Delta Tau Chapter service by delivering the gift collection to Stilwell during the next month.
         Remember, DELTA TAU members, shop for Stilwell retirees before May 9!
