The Legislative Heartbeat

From Vision to Action: Advancing the Society Through the US Forum

Mission of the US Forum

The United States Forum seeks to serve the interests of members and reflects the purposes and mission of the Society. Emphasis is on sharing information and ideas that explore solutions to common problems. 
It certainly was a pleasure meeting so many of you at our recent state conference and it was so wonderful to see the passion and enthusiasm for The U.S. Forum initiatives. See all of you at our Fall area meetings to hear about the events that occurred at the Spokane conference of DKG.
Opportunities: 
Internationally- You are still invited to write-up any cultural exchange lessons that you have done with your class or in another learning arena within the United States or internationally. Complete the International Cultural Exchange Activity sheet found on the state’s website under U.S. Forum. Ideas will be shared at the fall area meetings.
Nationally- Stay attuned to any “call-in days” to legislators that may be organized by reputable educational groups which support funding to save educational jobs. We have seen unprecedented cuts in our profession during the last several months and there is no sign of any change. Be proactive and take a stand to save jobs in order to ensure the future education of the children in the USA.

        Also be watchful of state laws similar to the recent law enacted in Colorado that ties teacher evaluations to the progress of their students on achievement tests. A national momentum to overhaul instructors’ pay and tenure by tying them to federal funds is another sign of the changing politics of education reform. 

Commonwealth- The projected pension spike for 2012-13 of the Pennsylvania Public School Employees’ Retirement System (PSERS) has been caused by investment losses in two down markets and the underfunding by state and school districts. As the fall elections begin to heat up, be aware of the platforms being espoused by those running for your local school officials and government offices.  It is imperative that the pension dilemma be handled with a positive and healthy plan for current and future employees. 
National Heartbeats: 

Health Warning for Diabetics
Be aware of the drug Avandia.  Since 2003 the Nader Public Citizen/Health Research Group has warned of serious side effects affecting the heart from taking this drug.  In 2008 the American and European Diabetes Associations warned doctors not to use the drug.  Physicians at the Food and Drug Administration concluded that the drug is “too dangerous to be sold,” but the pharmaceutical company was able to override this recommendation.  In a February 2010 issue of the New York Times a warning was published about the side effects of the drug.  http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/20/health/policy/20avandia.html)  Information about a class action law suit against the maker of Avandia can be found at http://avandia.legalview.com/avandia-lawsuit.aspx
 
For on-line information on specific bills go to http://thomas.loc.gov/
CONTACT ADDRESSES FOR GOVERNMENT INFORMATION

U.S. GOVERNMENT CONTACT INFORMATION can be obtained through Congressional Switchboard 1-866-327-8670 (this is a toll free number). You can contact your Congressman and Senator through this number without paying long distance charges.

http://www.house.gov/ for members of the House of Representatives

http://www.senate.gov/ for members of the U.S. Senate
Commonwealth Heartbeats:

Monitor the progress of the 2010-2011 state budget that continues the General Assembly’s commitment to school funding and ensures the Commonwealth’s commitment to educators and the students they teach.
STATE GOVERNMENT CONTACT INFORMATION can be obtained through
http://www.emailyourgovernor.com/ Information available at this site allows contact with

governors, members of the state legislature, state supreme court, congressional delegation and state agencies such as the Education Department, Attorney General, Motor Vehicles Department and Voter Registration.

INFORMATION ON HOW YOUR CONGRESSMAN VOTED ON KEY BILLS

http://projects.washingtonpost.com/congress/110/bills/ 
FIVE CONSTITUENT CONTACTS WILL CAUSE A LEGISLATOR TO PAY SERIOUS ATTENTION TO A GIVEN ISSUE!
