A Reflection of the CTAUN CONFERENCE
January 2011
“Achieving the Millennium Development Goals: Teaching for Action”
A pervasive theme during the jam-packed 12th annual CTAUN Conference in January at the United Nations Headquarters was “when you educate a woman, you make a difference for a person, a family, a community, a nation!”
The seven hour event started with Nicholas Kristof, Pulitzer prize-winning columnist of the New York Times. His two main thrusts as an investigative reporter are global poverty and women’s issues. For several years he traveled throughout underdeveloped countries and found that women are discriminated to death. He found that some women just disappear, while others die because the boys and men in their families receive the necessities in their lives, such as breast milk at birth and food as they grow up. Bednets are few and will be given to the males in the families to protect them from the deadly mosquitoes. Additionally males are favored to go the doctors if the families can afford it. He found and wrote about these injustices in his book, Half the Sky-Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide, which he co-authored with his wife, Sheryl WuDunn. Putting aside these injustices and many others, Kristof set the tone for the day which then exposed the conference attendees to an array of ways that we can help bring these women from a marginal society into the formal economy, as they are not the problem, but rather the solution!
We were given a brief overview of the 8 Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) which all United Nations Member States have pledged to achieve by 2015 to end poverty. These can be found at www.un.org/milleniumgoals.  Throughout the day we heard from panels and directors of various agencies who shared their work on eradicating the inequities that children and women in these low income countries endure.
We heard of concrete ways women have become empowered by giving them education in prenatal care and nutrition, education in food production, water supply and health issues. Partnering with governmental agencies we saw how these women lead the efforts to solve poverty by using their power and new knowledge to microfinance projects which makes lives better for themselves and their world.
We were reminded of Margaret Meade’s statement, “A small group of thoughtful people could change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”  We were introduced to the recipients of the Best Practices Awards who are indeed working in their settings to educate others in how we need to be global citizens and connect to other parts of the world where they need our help. We were all reminded through their project work that we must introduce and involve our students in our schools of these issues and involve them in the solutions. We owe it to these future leaders of the world, as we were reminded of President Kennedy’s statement in his inaugural address in 1961, “Man holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish all forms of human poverty” and according to Deputy Director Ramu Damodaran of the UN Department Public Information, “In this moment of time the UN is our last best hope for peace!” 
And some of these solutions are as simple as providing 13 dollars which is the annual fee for a girl to attend school in one of the regions where Nicholas Kristof traveled. Another is 10 dollars which will provide one netbed for young girls who are exposed to malaria mosquitoes on a daily basis.  And a fifty cent pill will deworm a child for one year!
Much to think about and much to take back to Alpha Alpha State members of DKG!
P.S. And as it has been adopted at International Conference last year in Spokane, our sisters in DKG have the opportunity to make a difference with our “Schools in Africa” project. 
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