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It really didn't feel like spring but at least it didn't snow!!! More than 320 sisters came from all over 
the state,  hand in hand, our loyal band,  to honor our past, acknowledge our present, and commit to 
the future of our Society.  

Friday night's social and basket auction was a big hit, as members enjoyed cake and fruit with a vari-
ety of yummy sauces while dropping their tickets in hopes of a win. The prizes were wonderful, in-
cluding a Garmin GPS, a money tree, beautiful handbags and accessories from Coach and Vera 
Bradley, gift cards, wines, and more.  

Saturday was filled with Society business and tradition. Initiation practice and orientation engaged 
the initiates while the First General Session addressed serious issues like bylaws revision and the 
election of new officers for the 2011-2013 biennium. An extensive and diverse selection of work-
shops highlighted both the morning and afternoon. The birthday luncheon celebrated milestones for 
six chapters - Zeta's 50th, Iota's 45th, Nu's 40th, Xi and Omicron's 30th, and Rho's 25th. Keynote 
speaker Winnie Kiunga's experiences as a teacher in Africa reminded us that our colleagues and their 
students in other parts of the world face challenges we can hardly imagine.  

Initiation was beautiful as always, connecting our Society's past to its future. Banquet highlights in-
cluded the Rose and Key Awards as well as the presentation of the first Margaret Abel Scholarship 
to Bess Spero Li. The State Chorus serenaded us with a delightful medley of Rodgers and Hammer-
stein classics that had many sisters singing along. 

Sunday morning, we came together to acknowledge the passing of six beloved sisters in the past 
year. The Celebration of Life inspired us to rise to the standard set by these extraordinary women 
educators. In response to requests from chapters to remember those who had given important service 
to their chapters but were no longer members at the time of their passing, each chapter was offered a 
one-time opportunity to place an additional white rose on behalf of their departed members, who 
were also memorialized in a special booklet prepared by Necrology Chair Lu Schultz.  

At the Second General Session, Alpha Zeta State President Claire Swanson offered her sincere 
thanks to everyone for their support and friendship during her biennium. Then she turned the pro-
gram over to Installation Chair Sharon Long, who presided over the ceremony transferring responsi-
bility to the 2011-2013 leadership team - President Roxanne Adinolfi (Sigma), First Vice President 
Barbara Smith (Omicron), Second Vice President Mary Conover (Pi), Corresponding Secretary 
Carol Schwartz (Gamma), Recording Secretary Sharon Long (Iota), and Nominations Chair Dr. 
Marilyn Gonyo (Lambda).  

Mother Nature obliged us with a clear dry day to travel home, taking with us many happy memories 
of a successful convention and planning to meet again at the Northeast Regional Conference in Her-
shey, PA in July. 

OH , DELTA KAPPA GAMMA  
In thy fold we gather[ed] 
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The last two years have been a very exciting time for me to be president of Alpha Zeta 
State, and I have witnessed many changes in the Society. Last summer in Spokane, Washington, 
we adopted a new International Constitution and Standing Rules that changed membership pa-
rameters and the formation of our committee structure. The DKG Network, our Society’s social 
network, was started and is now flourishing with over 1000 members. This is a wonderful place 
to share ideas and information with our sisters from around the Society. I hope you have joined 
or are planning to join soon, since the wealth of knowledge shared is exponentially greater as 
more sisters participate.  

Last summer, the Society also decided to support its first International Project, Schools for Africa, which is a joint 
campaign founded in 2004 by UNICEF, the Nelson Mandela Foundation, and the Hamburg Society for the Promotion of De-
mocracy and International Law to promote education for children in Africa. This past weekend at our State Convention, our 
birthday luncheon keynote speaker, Winfred Kiunga, spoke about her life and work in the refugee camps in Kenya. Although 
Kenya is not one of the countries that is part of the Schools for Africa program, we all received a better understanding of what 
is happening in that part of the world from her. We thank Ms. Kiunga for sharing her story with us.   

The Society has also established a focus on supporting early-career educators. Part of the focus includes using THAT 
(TEACHERS HELPING ANOTHER TEACHER) Program, which originated in California. Each member is to keep track of 
the hours spent supporting early-career educators. Your chapter presidents have received information on this program and will 
be sharing it with you. You can also find information on THAT from the International website. The Margaret Abel Scholar-
ship Award Fund is also a way that Alpha Zeta State is supporting early-career educators. The first recipient of this award, 
Bess Spero Li, spoke eloquently of her reasons for deciding to become a teacher after she was presented with the award at the 
state convention. We will definitely be staying in contact with her as she clearly has the potential to be a key woman educator. 

It hardly seems possible that two years have flown by and this is my final column as your president. I enjoyed visit-
ing the various chapters around the state and becoming friends with many of you. Words cannot express my gratitude for all 
the support and encouragement given me during this biennium. I knew that when something needed to be done and I reached 
out to you that you would step forward--and I appreciated that. I have been honored to serve you! I leave you with this final 
message that we must honor our founders by continuing to strive to be the trailblazers of today, as they were for the 20th cen-
tury. The Society is truly fulfilling the line in the DKG song, “Forward moving, ever!” and we must strive to continue that 
forward movement in Alpha Zeta State! 
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MARGARET ABEL AWARD PRESENTED 
Dr. Marilyn Gonyo, Ad Hoc Committee Chair 

 
Bess Spero Li, a graduate student in the Teacher Preparation Program at Princeton University, is the first recipient of the Mar-
garet F. Abel Scholarship Award.   

Ms. Li was a foreign exchange student at Beijing Normal University in Beijing, China; received her Bachelor of Arts degree in 
International Relations, graduating Magna Cum Laude, from Tufts University; and received her Master's Degree in Public Ad-
ministration from the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs from Princeton University, where she was a 
Woodrow Wilson Fellow. Before entering education, her career took her around the world. She was a consultant in China for 
companies that were some of the earliest investors in that country and later as a manager of the emerging country reports for 
Institutional Investor Magazine. Along the way she learned and became fluent in Mandarin Chinese.  

Li is earning a New Jersey State Certification of Eligibility with Advanced Standing as a Teacher of Social Studies. She was 
presented the Educational Testing Service Recognition of Excellence Award for highest score on the Praxis II Social Studies: 
Content Knowledge examination.  She earned the status of Advanced High in Mandarin Chinese on her oral proficiency inter-
view by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. Li has been working as a substitute teacher while com-
pleting her course work at Princeton. 

Bess hopes to teach social studies and Chinese in an urban district in New Jersey. In the meantime, she “will continue to search
                      ��������	
������
	����



	 �
� � � �

The Northeast Regional Conference in Hershey, PA is the place to be July 20-23, 2011!  

We know that Alpha Zeta State will be well represented. A get together for Alpha Zeta sisters is being planned for July 21st 
but we need to know how many women plan to attend. If you are planning to attend the Northeast Regional Conference, please 
complete the online survey to be found at: https://spreadsheets0.google.com/viewform?
formkey=dENPXzVVX1BvelJtWlRhX2k2LXFqQnc6MQ . If you do not have access to the Internet,  please let your chapter 
president know that you are going so that she can add your information to the survey. 

��������	
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	���                         
for the keys to how to become the kind of teacher who will inspire students not only to achieve, but to understand, not hate.” 

In accepting her award at the convention luncheon, Bess addressed her heroes, the teachers of Alpha Zeta State, and expressed 
her gratitude to Margaret Abel for making this award “a dream come true.” Mrs. Abel, a past state president of Alpha Zeta 
State, bequeathed the money to our state organization to fund this award. A member of Gamma Chapter, she was very active at 
both the state and international levels and was well respected for her leadership and service to Delta Kappa Gamma. 
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Save the date - June 4, 2011 – at Sayen Elementary School, Hamilton Township 

There will be an important meeting for chapter presidents, 2009-2011 state chairmen and 2011-2013 state chairmen.  Incoming 
state president Roxanne Adinolfi and outgoing state president Claire Swanson have a jam-packed interactive agenda for the 
day and we need all of you present, so please plan to attend. 
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Convention Speaker and Workshop Presenters - Thoughts from Members of AZS 
Roxanne Adinolfi  - State Program Chair 

 

     “I say this not to be dramatic but to say how it is.” The reality of teaching in Kenya poured from the heart of Winfred Ki-
unga, keynote speaker during the luncheon at Convention this year. Teaching in two United Nations refugee camps, one more 
remote than the other, “Winnie” found herself in impoverished regions of Kenya, without the benefit of books or bounty. She 
made the effort of bringing education to countless refugee African children despite overwhelming situations of poverty, war, 
disease, and famine - and was most successful!  This young, dedicated African woman discovered the tragic plights of her 
students and resolved not only to nurture them with literacy but with love. Embracing them with kindness and compassion, 
Winnie listened and reverenced the story of her students’ struggle to live and learn. Inspired by her commitment to the Afri-
can children, many AZS sisters were filled with a resolve to support Schools for Africa, DKG’s newest international literacy 
effort. Embodied by her presence and lived experience, Winnie gave life to Africa’s struggle for education. Schools for Af-
rica became a call to action involving the head, heart and hands of many. In the words of Winnie’s Kenyan mother, “…
education is the most important thing…”      

     “Due to demographics and changing family roles, women are likely to become sole financial managers at some point in 
their lives.” Dan Roccato began his financial workshop with these words and invited critical reflection from the workshop 
participants.  DKG women responded with questions and interactive discussions. “Dan was not a bit condescending, but 
truthful, honest, and full of integrity! He was informative, easy to follow and inspired me to revisit my retirement funds and 
portfolio.”   

     Raising Resilient Children... “Rick Ellis was excellent and exceeded expectations…He could have used an A.M. and P.M. 
session as there was much to learn… I will use the information in my responsive classroom…I will recommend Rick to pre-
sent workshops in my school.”  

     Let Food be Thy Medicine… “This was the very best workshop I ever attended as it helped me to understand clearly my 
daily intake and portions.” A school nurse noted, “…the information is invaluable… Amy Regina is very knowledgeable...” 

Lambda’s Judy Jordan is a frequent presenter at AZS conventions. “Judy’s vicarious trip using photos of her travels made me 
want to run right out to buy a new camera and book the next flight in the hopes of seeing bears in the Tundra…she has a 
wonderful sense of humor…hidden talents…”  

     Empowering Young Women…Women’s History…”All three panelists were knowledgeable and should be invited back as 
there was much more to learn.” Members also indicated they gained a better understanding of significant women in NJ as 
Dorothy Guzzo, Ellen Schultz and Valerie Buickerood spoke. “I will use the activities for my historical society…Girl Scout 
Troop…the Porch Club of Riverton…I want to join the Alice Paul Institute…the curriculum guide is great…” 

     Teaching Experience…Publication Payoff… New Delta Chapter initiate, Keri Mikulski shared her experience as a teacher, 
athlete and writer. Comments included, “I will use this information to help publish a book I am currently working on…great 
for inspiring young teens…I will make a plan and send out my manuscript for possible publication…the suggestions Keri 
made were practical...” 

     Maud Dahme, Colleen Tambuscio (teacher) and New Milford High School students, Erin Novak and Kate Jaleska pro-
vided stunning, inspirational and touching evidence of survivors of the Holocaust. Members noted, “I have never been more 
proud to be an educator… hearing the success and involvement of the students in this program I was moved to tears… as I 
listened to their testimony of interviewing survivors it gave me hope for the future to know students and teachers like these 
are passionate and committed to preserving history and respecting the memories of survivors…the Holocaust Study Tour 
publication is remarkable…particularly, the student essays…”  

     Sky McClain (Sigma Chapter) discussed preserving your past with photographs in her workshop. “Sky was very enthusias-
tic and inspired me to begin to organize my photographs…the photo journal of her mother’s life is beautiful…” 

     Barbara Ann Ellert (Alpha Chapter) and Wilhelmina Bryant (Lambda Chapter) served as wonderful book discussion lead-
ers. Comments include, “…thought provoking questions, hearing thoughts of others validated my thoughts and provided dif-
ferent perspectives, honest and open discussions…” Books recommended for convention 2012 include House Rules, The 
Book Thief, Sarah’s Key, Potato Peel Pie Society, Cutting for Stones and many more to be shared at a later date. 

     Professional Learning Communities presented by Denise Serico (Sigma Chapter) was well attended and participants 
shared their intent to try to implement some of the ideas. “I hope to help expand teacher involvement in PLC’s in my 
school…I will use the ideas presented for my PIP when I meet with my principal...”  

     “Never realized how talented Jan Paxton (Alpha Chapter) is and how much of a novice I am in understanding website 
design…chapters need more help in this area... appreciate the opportunity to gather…hands-on is something we really need 
in the future…hats off to Jan for her expertise in developing our state website…” 
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CONGRATULATIONS, NEW MEMBERS 
Barbara Smith - State Membership Chair 

 
On behalf of the State officers, I extend a warm welcome to our new sisters of Delta Kappa Gamma Society International -
Alpha Zeta State.   At our annual convention this year, many new members were initiated during our state’s traditional cere-
mony. Some of you have had an equally unique initiation experience into Delta Kappa Gamma at your chapter meeting. 
Whichever event you participated in, our Society is honored to have you as our new members. 

 
You have been identified as a Key Woman Educator. Your sponsor has recognized your dedication to your 
career, your successes in life, and the qualities of a leader who will continue to make a difference in the lives of 
everyone they meet. As membership chair, I encourage you to begin your involvement in your chapter immedi-
ately. Your sponsor is now your mentor; talk to her, and find out how you can get involved this year. 
 
There are many advantages to membership in our society. I urge you to visit the DKG International Web Site 
www.dkg.org, explore the links to learn more about our society. Take advantage of the opportunities and con-
nections of your membership. You will see how these opportunities, along with active participation, can actually 
help change the world. 
 
This summer, the Northeast Regional Conference will be held in Hershey, Pennsylvania. The geographical loca-
tion of this convention makes it convenient for many of our Alpha Zeta State members to attend. I hope you will 

be able to attend one or more days of the convention to experience the scope and diversity of the professional organization you 
have joined. Please contact your mentor, or me, with any questions or information you may need about registering for the con-
vention.  
 
We welcome you all. We are here to help you; opportunities abound at the local, state, and international levels. Professional 
development, forums on legislative issues, networking, the chance to share your expertise through presentations and work-
shops, collaboration with members from around the world, and more, all await you as a DKG member. Thank you for joining 
DKG; we look forward to our shared future as sisters.  

BYLAWS REVISIONS APPROVED BY MEMBERSHIP 
Dr. Marilyn Gonyo - Bylaws Chair 

 

At the International Convention in 2010 major changes in the Society governing documents were approved by the member-
ship.  To bring the bylaws of Alpha Zeta State into compliance, proposed revisions were made to our governing rules and pre-
sented at the January Executive Board for consideration. The membership was informed via electronic announcement of these 
proposed changes, and each chapter chairman received a copy of the proposed changes. The proposed revisions were brought 
to the convention floor and approved by the membership at our annual convention. In essence, the revisions clarify procedures 
and give permission for both the chapter and state organizations to function more independently. 

The proposed revisions clarify that voting on a member occurs only twice: once for initiation and second to grant her reserve 
status. Thus, Articles III.E and III.F clarify the procedure of members regarding reinstatement and transfer. 

Chapters may establish committees as they feel are needed in order to carry out the work of the Society (V.A.1) and are re-
minded that they must conduct at least four regular meetings annually (VII.C.1). Regular meetings are defined as those at 
which chapter business is conducted. Thus, additional meetings may be scheduled as desired and may be of a more social na-
ture. Chapters may also vote to pay an amount in addition to dues and fees for the support of a chapter or state organization 
project (XI.E).  Chapter executive boards may meet through electronic communication as long as all of the members may si-
multaneously hear one another and have the ability to respond accordingly. 

The revisions also define “quorum” as being a majority of the members who have registered at the state convention (VII.A.3) 
so as to be aligned to the Society Constitution. Committee chairs are responsible for reporting their work to the appropriate 
designated body on the forms prepared by Society Headquarters (IX.B.7). 

The newly revised bylaws will be posted on our state website, and they will be sent to the International Bylaws Committee for 
their review.   
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������� Chris Laday and Cindy Martin  were awarded a 
study grant by the Montclair State University Network for Educa-
tional Renewal. Their grant is entitled Be Keen Go Green. They and 
three colleagues from North End School in Cedar Grove want the 
students to realize that even as individuals, they have the power to 
make informed decisions that will positively impact the Earth. Activi-
ties include writing a weekly newsletter, bringing waste-free lunch to 
school, learning how to compost with worms, performing musical 
numbers about ecology, and creating art from recycled and reusable 
materials. Cindy reports that, The school wants to bring this project to 
the community as well.  Possible Earth-friendly community projects 
that are being considered are  setting up collection locations for the 
non-recyclable lids, batteries, and printer ink cartridges, contacting 
the local supermarket to promote “going green” activities such as 
using reusable bags, or decorating paper bags with Earth saving 
messages and “did you know?” facts. It is our hope that through this 
project, the students and community realize that altering even little 
habits can change the world, one person at a time.  There is only one 
Earth and in order to make sure that it survives, we have to do our 
part to keep it healthy.  They will present their research and student 
activities at the annual Summer Conference at the university in June 
2011. Cedar Grove will miss Chris Laday's dedication and imagina-
tion when she retires at the end of this school years after 38 years of 
service to their children. 
 

Alpha Zeta State President Claire Swanson represented Cedar Grove 
on a Middle States Validation Team in February. Claire served as 
chair of her own district's Middle States team last year. 
 

A group of eleven Alpha sisters traveled into Manhattan by chartered 
van on April 9th to view Pompeii: Life and Death in the Shadow of 
Vesuvius at the Discovery Times Square Exposition. Several mem-
bers also visited the Harry Potter exhibit on the same day, while oth-
ers enjoyed lunch at area restaurants. 
 

���	��� Delta chapter members have agreed to a fun way to 
raise funds for our chapter. Second Vice President Megan Bramble 
suggested that we reinstate the “Pin Penalty.” Any member not wear-
ing her DKG pin at a Delta meeting or function will be fined $1.00. 
Treasurer Chris McMullen  proposed a “Delicate Apparel” clause 
which was originally initiated by long-standing member and Past 
President Jane Stone, which allows members to simply show their 
pin if their attire is made of easily damaged material. Megan will 
serve as Pin Police. Another fund raising idea came from Social 
Chair Terry Morris . She proposed that any member whose name or 
picture appears in a publication will be charged $1.00. All members 
now will become the Press Police. When members read about one 
another in the paper, they will cut out the article and share it at the 
next meeting. This idea serves more than one purpose. The dollars 
will add up, the articles will become a part of the president’s scrap-
book and, most importantly, we will be able to acknowledge the 
achievements of our sisters who so often do not bring attention to 
themselves. Immediate Past President Karen McCool suggested 
these fundraising ideas be included in the article for the State News-
letter. She calculates that this portion of the article alone will raise 
$5.00 for our chapter! 
 

On January 15, 2011, there was a dedication for a local Habitat for 
Humanity house. Delta sister Clare O’Dea, friends, neighbors, a 
local minister and mayor were on hand for the festivities. A special 
surprise for Clare was that the daughter of the family moving into the 
house was one of her former fourth-grade students. Delta provided a 
gift basket containing cleaning products, a $200.00 gift certificate to 
Walmart, towels for the bathroom and linens for the children’s bed-
rooms. The family was very grateful for everything they received. 
 

Outstanding Delta sister and educator Anne Colin was named  
Middle Township Elementary #1’s Teacher of the Year for 2011. 
 

Rose Woturski retired from Lower Township Schools in 2007, Rose 
has stayed active with New Jersey Retirees’ Education Association, 
the Red Hat Society, and the church choir. She is currently studying 
Writing for Children and Teenagers with the Institute of Children’s 
Literature. She hopes to use knowledge gained in writing courses to 
become a published author.  
 

At convention, our new member presented a workshop titled Trans-
lating Teaching Experience into Publication Payoff. Keri Mikulski  
is an author of many articles and several books for young adults. Her 
workshop was well organized and inspiring. She gave suggestions for 
getting started as a writer, told a little about her experiences as a 
writer, and gave participants a chance to write down some topics 
about which they would like to write. Her strong suggestion was to 
“WRITE WHAT YOU KNOW!” We are proud to welcome Keri to 
the Delta Chapter. 
 


�	��� We proudly announce that in 2011 
Zeta Chapter is celebrating 50 years of successful 
Sisterhood. To demonstrate and display our sister-
hood commitment, we all wore red “What Hap-
pens with the Sisters, Stays with the Sisters” tee 
shirts and boas at the State conference.   

 

This August Dr. Mary Lee Batesko, Past President of 
Alpha Zeta State, will be presenting a workshop at the 
European International Regional Conference in Baden-
Baden, Germany. The title of Mary Lee's workshop is 
Connect, Click, Challenge - Turning This Generation on 
to Literacy.  Literacy is a concern of educators across the 
globe who are challenged by this "click-connect" genera-

tion. The workshop will focus on strategies and activities educators 
may use to create a literacy rich learning environment.  
 

The Zeta community has made a commitment to "Dottie's House" 
where sisters have contributed personal and household items to help 
women and children fleeing from homes where domestic abuse has 
occurred. In addition, the $180 proceeds from their dessert meeting in 
went to the international project, Schools for Africa.   
 

The February Zeta meeting featured a program presented by Kathy 
Basilotto concerning The Deaf Culture.  Some of her students from 
Ocean County College attended the program - a first for 
Zeta Chapter. 
 

Dr. Sandy Sessa is presenting this summer at the DKG 
Northeast Regional Conference. Her workshop proposes 
answers to some important questions about happiness and 
life satisfaction - such as:  “Can we really measure these 
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things?”  “How does happiness matter in my classroom (or in my 
life)?”  “Okay, I want to be happier, but my life won't cooperate. 
What can I do?”  (You might be surprised!) Sandy promises to pro-
vide happiness-enhancing practical activities and materials for all 
attendees of this engaging and fun workshop. 
 

Carolyn Campbell and Mary Drexler Clarke , two of our charter 
members, will be honored at our summer get-together.  
 

�	��� "There's music in the air" whenever Eta's Dr. Diana 
Dohrmann is in the vicinity. Diana is the state music chairperson  
and served as the director of the New Jersey State Jazz Choir at the 
NJEA Convention in November. In February, she spent every week-
end as the musical director of the Burlington Bridge Players' produc-
tion of "Gypsy." She also directed and accompanied the Alpha Zeta 
State Chorus at our convention. 
 

From classroom teaching to teaching gardeners was an easy  
transition for Joanne Szeliga. She completed her certification to be  
a Rutgers University Gardener Educator and is now fulfilling speak-
ing engagements with garden clubs.  
 

Is it Van Gogh? Is it Monet? No, it is Pam Levin and her latest art 
triumph. Pam received Honorable Mention for her watercolor  
painting "Fall Bulbs," which was entered in the Gisele J. Bly Juried 
Burlington County Art Guild Members' Exhibit in November, 2010. 
The bulbs were actually Spanish onion, Bermuda onion and shal-
lots!   Pam is a graduate of Monmouth College with an MA from 
Rowan. Prior to her retirement, she taught in Burlington City  
Elementary School for 33 years. At present, she is the program  
coordinator for the Burlington County Art Guild. Her painting,  
"South Shore," was displayed in their members' show at Palmyra 
Cove Nature Center. 
 

	��	��� Carol Natoli is now a contributor for an online 
magazine, Realm of Nuance, within the education realm.  She was 
also invited to be interviewed on the radio regarding educational  
challenges and issues, on the Dreams of our Children show, which 
she found to be a dream of her own!   Carol uses her love of writing 
as the Educational Philosophy Channel Manager for Helium and is  
on the Editorial Advisory Board staff. She continues to advocate for 
children's literacy and school libraries! 
 

Marianne Skinner, reading specialist and basic skills teacher in  
Upper Saddle River’s Edith A. Bogert School, was recently published 
in the National Council of Teachers of English Gallery of Writing. 
Marianne submitted her poem, Civilization, into the Gallery, a  
website where people share their writing across the genres. As  
writing models for their students, Marianne and several of her  
colleagues have published stories and poems in their school’s gallery, 
Bogert Writes, her school’s space in the NCTE Gallery of Writing. 
 

��	��� On March 19, Thelma Long was honored by the 
Lawnside Scholarship Club for dedicating her time, talents, and re-
sources to serving her community. The club provides scholarships to 
graduating Lawnside students pursuing higher education or vocational 
school. The celebration was held at the Tavistock Country Club. 

Mary Anne Morgan will be retiring in June after 37 years of teach-
ing visual arts at Sterling High School.  We wish her many happy, 
healthy years of retirement! 
 

Irene Maskaly has graciously volunteered to take over as treasurer 
of our chapter. We would like to extend our appreciation to Ann 
Matt  who did a fantastic job serving as chapter treasurer for many 
years 
 


������ The Kappa Tea included several members from 
Willing Hands, this year’s philanthropic project. They shared some of 
their activities, and we were able to present them with our donation. 
 

Kappa members enjoyed dinner and a show, arranged as a fund raiser 
by our philanthropic chair, Ann Murray . The members went to a 
local restaurant and then to a performance of “Into the  Woods” at 
New Milford High School. 
 

Dr. Bea Card Kettlewood presented her 50th solo art show this Feb-
ruary at Chilton Memorial Hospital and will have her 51st solo show 
in May at the Pequannock Public Library where she will also present 
a talk and slide show entitled “Women Impressionists.” In her 
“spare” time, she serves as co-president of her AAUW Branch and 
gallery director at her church. 
 

Vicki Haring  was recognized at the 50th Anniversary luncheon of the 
Bergen County Retirees’ Education Association (BCREA) attended 
by 350 members.  She was one of nine members who received certifi-
cates of appreciation for dedicated service to the organization.   
 

Joy Peterson continues to teach acting classes in San Francisco. She 
also spends time on location coaching actors during film production 
in several California venues. 
 

�������� Carol Boehm  has been very busy this year.  
This winter, Carol was named the conductor for the Eatontown Com-
munity Band. Carol has been first clarinet for the orchestra for two 
years. The band plays spring and winter concerts at local venues 
throughout the Eatontown area. All concerts are free to the public. 
Carol is also active in the Two Rivers Band which plays locally in the 
Fair Haven area. These local musical gems are open to musicians 
who range from middle school students to retired music teachers. 
Watching the dedication and joy of these local musicians is inspiring.  
The generations blend as easily as the music they create. As a music 
teacher for Red Bank Primary District, Carol has created a third grade 
orchestra through a grant program, as well as an after-school chorus. 
This year, Carol’s efforts were recognized by the Red Bank Admini-
stration when they submitted Carol for the Biennial Yale Music 
Award. On the last day of school before winter break, Carol was noti-
fied that she was named a finalist. On Friday, March 11, Carol was 
chosen as one of the 50 award winning educators from across the 
country to attend an all expense paid weekend at the Yale Music 
Symposium. The highlight of the weekend will be a workshop and 
performance by the world renowned cellist, Yoyo Ma. 
 

Michele Contala, Alpha Zeta State's photographer, received the Ex-
cellence In Education Award from the Woodbridge Township Educa-
tion Foundation and was named Avenel Middle School's Teacher of 
the Year. Michele is a sixth grade honors math teacher and advisor to 
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the Videographer's Club which creates an orientation film each year 
for the fifth grade students entering Avenel Middle School. In addi-
tion, this year's special project has been a film tribute to Rutgers' 
Eric LeGrand, a former student at AMS. 
 

���� In the month of April, 2011 Nu Chapter will turn 40. 
Started in 1971 with President Laura Lewis, Nu Chapter has grown 
to be a vital group of women educators. Among our members we are 
fortunate to have Ruth Forlines, a woman dedicated to our cause.  
Ruth was one of our past presidents and also served at the State level 
as Treasurer. Past president Doris Garland made a great impact on 
Nu Chapter. The yearly Doris Garland Project provides Christmas 
wishes for families in need. Our membership has grown to include 
34 educators, two of whom are charter members and two are new 
initiates. Under the leadership of our most recent President, Gail 
Griffin , we will continue to take up the challenges of service, lead-
ership and dedication. 
 

Although she had been teaching Earth Science for 31 years, Kim 
Serdynski, a teacher at Shawnee High School, Medford, never lets 
herself get rusty with her environmental studies. Kim is presently 
taking a graduate course on Climate and Climate Change, sponsored 
by the American Meteorological Society in conjunction with the 
National Weather Service and SUNY. 
 

One of our newest initiates, Kathy Ware, has distinguished herself 
with many honors. Kathy was chosen Teacher of the Year at 
Shawnee HS for 2011.  She was also honored as the New Jersey 
State Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) 
Advisor of the Year for 2010-2011. The Shawnee FCCLA has 106 
members. Twenty-seven members attended the State Leadership 
Conference on Mar 17-18 in Cherry Hill. Eight members qualified to 
attend the Annual National FCCLA Leadership Conference in Cali-
fornia this summer. Congratulations to Kathy and her students. 
 

���� The Xi sisters held an event called “Sister to Sister” Scrap-
booking event and raised almost $1000 in one day. All members 
helped by donating food, serving breakfast, lunch or dinner, setting 
up the venue and advertising the event. The funds are donated to 
several charities: The Women’s Crisis Center (a center for victims of 
domestic violence), The Atlantic City Rescue Mission, The Cove-
nant House (a center for addicted teens), World Fellowship and an 
emergency fund to assist any sister experiencing a major crisis.  
 

Our Chapter celebrated its 30th Birthday this year.  XI has been 
going strong since 1981! We have four sisters that are entering the 
ranks of the "retired teacher"!  We wish them health and happiness 
in the years ahead as they enjoy rest, family and free time! 
 

��������� Congratulations to Kathleeen Thulin, 
who was one of three women honored as a 2011 Woman of Achieve-
ment by the Girl Scouts of the Jersey Shore. Kathleen was recog-
nized at a banquet for her countless hours of service and dedication 
to her community. 
 

Anita Crowley, guidance counselor at the Frederick A. Priff  Ele-
mentary School in Ocean Township, completed a 14 week course to 

become certified as a Sexual Assault Response Team Advocate 
(SART).  The SART team is comprised of law enforcement, a SANE 
Nurse, a prosecutor's office representative and the advocate.  Anita’s 
role is to provide confidential support to victims as well as empower 
them to seek counseling and to report the incident. Victims can either 
do this via phone or go to the hospital, where the SART advocate 
will be on hand to offer her assistance. In the hospital, Anita will 
provide support, information and referrals to the victim, family mem-
bers, partners or friends. Anita’s role is to advocate for them when 
needed. 
 

Shelley Smith, technology teacher for the Long Beach Island School 
District, is in the process of preparing a photo gallery of our Omicron 
sisters. 
 

Karen McKeon, District Supervisor of Curriculum and Instruction 
for the Barnegat Township School District, chairs the Curriculum 
Committee for Ocean County. 
 

Alice Hazeltine was recently honored by the faculty of the Light-
house Christian Academy when they named the “road” leading up to 
the school Hazeltine Lane. Alice served as a Principal and teacher at 
the school before her retirement in 2009. 
 

On March 29, Rosalind Ribaudo, Omicron President, and Alice 
Hazeltine presented a plant to David Wintrode, owner of the Cause-
way Family of Dealerships in Manahawkin, for his continued support 
of and donations to the chapter’s Books for Babies. This worthwhile 
project provides Southern Ocean Medical Center with literacy bags 
to be presented to new mothers and their newborn babies. 
 

Mary LaBruna , K-12 Math and Science Supervisor for the Barnegat 
Township School District, recently hosted Math and Science: A 
Sweet Combination, an evening of hands-on activities for district 
elementary students and their parents. All in attendance had the op-
portunity to rotate through a series of stations manned by National 
Honor Society students and teachers to explore math/science related 
activities.   
 

���� The Formers, Pi Chapter's group of retirees, wrapped gifts to 
support the Ronald McDonald House in December. For the past four 
years, the group has volunteered their time to ease the stress for holi-
day shoppers and raise money for some very special children and 
their families. The retirees find a great deal of joy in helping at the 
gift wrapping station at the Deptford Mall.  The group was large 
enough that all customers were quickly helped.  This activity cer-
tainly helped put the Pi Chapter members in a holiday mood. 
 

In March Pi Chapter held its spring dinner meeting. Lieutenant Colo-
nel Beth Ann Lumpkin, sister of our new initiate, Joanne West, was 
the guest speaker. An Air Force nurse, Lt. Col. Lumpkin described 
her job of caring for American military personnel injured in the Iraqi 
war. She also spoke of the women who had devoted themselves to 
serving their country beginning in World War II to the present. Lt. 
Col. Lumpkin provided details of individuals who were true Women 
of Valor, as demonstrated by their courageous service. 
 

Pi Chapter is also happy to announce that two members and one initi-
ate have been selected as Teachers of the Year. Congratulations to 
Robin Atkins, Cindy Moyer, and Lori Bathurst. 
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����� The Kingwood Township Education Foundation 
(KTEF) is honoring Rho sister Laura Hartner , former Kingwood 
Township School Chief School Administrator and Principal, with 
the sixth annual KTEF Retired Educator Hall of Fame Award, rec-
ognizing her extraordinary contributions and service to the King-
wood Township school district and community.   Laura was hon-
ored at the KTEF’s April 9 Spring Gala. Laura’s outstanding vision, 
leadership and dedication as Chief School Administrator and Prin-
cipal truly made a difference to the students, faculty and staff of 
Kingwood Township School (KTS), said Shari Norgard, President of 
the KTEF. Her contributions toward improving the quality of edu-
cation at KTS created a highly supportive and motivating educa-
tional environment for both students and teachers. We are so grate-
ful for all she accomplished, and thrilled to honor her efforts and 
success. Laura recently helped launch Rho’s inaugural website, 
hosted our initiates’ tea, and was behind those gorgeous silver 
shawls you may have seen Rho sisters sporting at Convention to 
commemorate our 25th anniversary.  
 

������� Sigma Chapter gathered in March for our annual 
combined meeting with Beta, Eta, Iota, and Nu. We met at Cater 2 
U for an inspirational day. Over coffee and sweet rolls, we chatted 
while perusing the baskets and items provided by each chapter for 
the silent auction. The program for the day was What Are You Doing 
after School? Active and retired teachers shared their passions. We 
learned about a variety of activities – scrapbooking, master garden-
ing, musical theater, Questors (a society that pursues an interest in 
history), and scuba diving. Everyone came away from the experi-
ence having learned something new. 
 

Sigma welcomes four initiates this year. Charlotte Orfe, Jean 
Lombardi , Maria Zacher, and Sue Yoder were introduced to the 
chapter in January at our initiates’ tea, hosted by Winnie Lyall . 
Jean, Maria, and Sue were initiated at the AZ State convention. 
Charlotte will officially join us in May. We welcome our new sisters 
and look forward to getting to know them better.  
 

The AZ State Convention was an exciting event, with 18 Sigma 
Sisters in attendance. The Friday night auction found Sigma among 
the winners. President Jane Murphy was delighted to win an exqui-
site piece of art, created by Sigma Sister Vickie Mathas. We 
showed our solidarity by wearing matching rose scarves for the 
Saturday luncheon when our sister, Roxanne Adinolfi, was intro-
duced as the new AZ State president for 2011-2013. Later that night, 
81 sisters came to our reception to welcome Roxanne to her new 
position. 
 

	���� From the founding of Tau Chapter until 2010, the 
chapter’s service project has been with the Morris County Habitat 
for Humanity, and Claudia Burns, as Personal Growth and Ser-
vices Chair, has facilitated our work with them. Over the years the 
chapter has “adopted” children and families that were recommended 
as needing extra support. Every year, Claudia took them shopping 
for school supplies, remembered them on Christmas and their birth-
days, and even purchased a sewing machine requested by one young 

girl and taught her how to use it. 
 

On January 30, 2011, Morris County Habitat celebrated its tenth anni-
versary at a special Board meeting and reception at its current head-
quarters in Mine Hill, with award presentations to a number of its 
volunteers. Two awards were presented to Tau Chapter. The first of 
these was from the State of New Jersey Senate and General Assem-
bly, and declared: Commendations and praise are extended to Tau 
Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma by the citizenry of the 25th New Jer-
sey Legislative District, through their elected representatives, in rec-
ognition of distinguished commitment to community and whose efforts 
have brought pride and distinction and earned them recognition as 
the 2010 Special Partner for Morris Habitat for Humanity. The Cer-
tificate of Appreciation from Morris Habi-
tat reads:  This certificate is awarded to 
Tau Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma. 
Thank you for your continued partnership 
through your extraordinary volunteer ef-
forts to help us provide loving homes for 
families in our community. 
The opportunities for networking made possible through the Society 
brought about a festive event for Tau Chapter members and their 
guests held on April 2 at the Morris Museum in Morristown.  The 
setting was the galleries displaying a one-person exhibit,  Beauty in 
the Brush Stroke: Chinese Brush Painting,  by New Jersey artist 
Lynn Vergano, who is widely recognized and has won many awards 
for her art. Lynn is an honorary member of the DKG chapter in Man-
hattan, and became acquainted with members of Tau Chapter through 
mutual friends. Earlier this spring, after her exhibit at the Morris Mu-
seum was scheduled, she was in touch with Tau and offered to pre-
sent for us a private tour and talk. This social occasion included a box 
lunch in the gallery, surrounded by the beautiful works of art, after 
which we were free to explore other exhibits at the Museum and visit 
its gift shop. Lynn showed us examples of 
her brushes and paints and described some 
of the challenges of painting in this precise 
and delicate style. The rice paper, water-
colors and inks are handmade by skilled 
artisans in Asia. The presentation of the 
paintings is twofold - in one gallery they 
are displayed in western-style gilded 
frames from America, while in the opposite 
gallery they are presented on oriental silk scrolls, which Lynn travels 
to Asia to have mounted. Included in the exhibit are exquisite fans, 
which Lynn created after studying the exacting art of fan painting in 
Asia.  
 

We were delighted that our Alpha Zeta State President, Claire Swan-
son, was able to join us. We also welcomed Dr. Rita King , a mem-
ber of the Manhattan chapter and one of DKG’s NGO representatives 
at the United Nations, and Dr. Margaret Gardineer , who is on the 
faculty at Felician College in New Jersey but belongs to a DKG chap-
ter in New York State. A few of Lynn’s family members also joined 
us. Tau members were accompanied by friends, fellow teachers, and 
in some cases also their adult daughters whom others of us had taught 
as children. The beautiful surroundings, inspiring presentation and 
opportunity to socialize over a relaxing lunch made this a special day 
for all. 
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Mrs. Jean Jaeger 

9 Bradford Way 

Cedar Grove, New Jersey 07009 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

Saturday, June 4, 2011   

 Portfolio Exchange and Planning  Meeting  

 for Chapter Presidents,  2009-11 and 2011-2013 State  

 Officers and Chairs 

 Sayen Elementary School, Hamilton Township 

 

Wednesday, July 20 - Saturday, July 23, 2011  

 Northeast Regional Conference   

 Hershey Lodge, Hershey, PA                          
                    


