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[The September/October issue of the DKG News International newsletter and the Interna-
tional website both offer extensive and thorough coverage of the exciting and informative 
events, awards,  and constitutional revisions that together tell the official story of the 2010 
International Convention in Spokane, WA. What follows is a look at the event by way of one 
person's unique, poetic, and personal observation.] 

Convention Reflection of a First Time Attendee 
by Roxanne Adinolfi  

First Vice President AZS-DKG 
 

Lilacs and Roses…Teal and Purple…Huckleberries…Spokane River Falls…Bridges… 
Sky Ride…Auntie’s Bookstore - A Literary Landmark…Carousel Ride…Local Wineries… 

Quiet Streets…Glass Bridge Walkways…Bing Crosby Theater…Soft Peanut Brittle… 
The “Think Green” State of Mind…Joyful “Petri Dishes” and Celebrations… 
Inspirational Women Leaders…100% NJ Program of Work Chapter Reports… 

Visionary Ideas and Projects…Strategic Planning…The President’s Son – Christopher Rants… 
Solemn Moments…Spectacular Processions…Flags…Musical Magic…”Love in Any Language” 

Exemplary Workshops…Hard Work…Constitution Revision… 
Technology Experts…International Committee Representatives and Chairs from AZS… 

International Society Project - Schools for Africa… 
Shoe in Challenge…TOMS Shoes…One for One Guatemala… 

”The Art of Possibility” 
And the list goes on… 

 
I was most impressed by the myriad of diversity and the multilayered levels of  
dedication, expertise and talent represented by our international officers, members 
and convention guests.  Laughter, learning, networking and coming to know women 
educators from around the world were top highlights for me. Participating in the 
constitution revision process was exciting and informative.  The revisions promote 
flexibility at the state and chapter level. Motions and questions were handled with 
respect in an effort to advance the purposes of the society worldwide in the 21st  
century. 
 
Spokane offered charm with natural beauty shrouded by pine-clad mountains and a 
slow-paced lifestyle. I stayed at the world class DAVENPORT Hotel…  
reminiscent of old world elegance of the gilded age. The historical walking tour was 
like a virtual trip around the world via the Grand Lobby, Isabella Ballroom, Hall of 
the Doges, gift and flower shop. I attended an afternoon tea at the Patsy Clark Man-
sion (1897) and sat in the same room (perhaps chair) as Former President George 
Herbert Walker Bush. I adore dahlias and coincidently found myself seated next to 
              (continued on page 4) 
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Since I last wrote to you, the 
2010 International Convention 
has come and gone, and with it 
came the revision of the Inter-
national Constitution and 
Standing Rules and the  
election of a new International  
President, Dr. Jensi Souders. 
Many of you met Jensi a cou-
ple of years ago when she was 
our International visitor at our 
State Convention. One change 

of particular note is the fact that the membership has 
been opened up to allow each individual chapter the  
flexibility to choose when it is appropriate to ask an 
excellent educator into membership from day one of 
their career to well after their retirement.  The new 
rules do not mandate that we take any educator, but 
they do allow us not to miss an opportunity to have 
that outstanding individual in our organization if we 
see potential. Dr. Souders has picked as her theme for 
the biennium, “Embracing Our Vision and Designing 
Our Future.” To quote Dr. Souders, “with the  
flexibility of identifying early-career educators through 
student teaching, first-third year mentoring and  
support, we have an opportunity to ‘catch’ those early-
career educators and mentor them from within the 
chapter to help keep them in the profession. I believe 
this is an important opportunity for chapters.”  

 

I was privileged to have 15 members of Alpha 
Zeta State join me in Spokane for the convention, and 
our members were very involved.  Dr. Beth Ann 
Richey completed her biennium as Northeast Regional 
Director by organizing the Northeast Regional  
Breakfast, which was a great success. Dr. Marilyn 
Gonyo, Dr. Margaret Anzul, Dr. Mary Lee Batesko, 
Dr. Beth Ann Richey, Roxanne Adinolfi, Dr. Judy 
Merz, and I all presented workshops. Carmela 
DeMarco oversaw the International election for the 
Northeast Region.  Dr. Merz was also recognized as 
being a Woman of Vision and Action.  Congratulations 
on a great job to all of these women! 

At the Convention the members voted on a new 
International Humanitarian Project - Schools for  
Africa - which is a joint campaign founded by  
UNICEF, the Nelson Mandela Foundation, and the 
Hamburg Society to promote education for children in 
Africa. More information on this project can be found 
on the International website. 
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“ MEMBERSHIP HAS BEEN OPENED UP TO 

ALLOW  EACH INDIVIDUAL  CHAPTER 
THE FLEXIBILITY  TO CHOOSE WHEN IT  IS 

APPROPRIATE TO ASK AN  EXCELLENT 
EDUCATOR INTO MEMBERSHIP 

FROM DAY  ONE OF THEIR CAREER 
TO WELL AFTER THEIR RETIREMENT.” �

At the Convention the general membership had 
the opportunity to try out the new Delta Kappa Gamma 
social network, DKGNetwork.  Please consider joining 
this network of members from all around our Society 
for enriching discussion and fellowship. Members who 
attended the Fall State Executive Board meeting  
received instructions on how to join, so seek them out 
and find out how you can join, too! 
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A Truly Golden Gift 
 by Dr. Nora L. Pollard (Lambda) 

     The Golden Gift Fund offers many opportunities for members of Delta Kappa Gamma to grow and develop 
their skills as professional educators and as educational leaders. During the summer of 2010, I had the opportunity 
to attend the Golden Gift Fund Leadership/Management Seminar held at the University of Texas at Austin. But 
the story begins long before June 2010. 

 

     When I attended the 2007 Northeast Regional Conference in Traverse City, Michigan I attended a workshop 
session about the Leadership/Management Seminar. A little voice from deep within told me it was not the time for 
me to apply, so I waited and during the fall of 2009 decided it was time. Never did I think I would be chosen on 
my first attempt, but I sent in my application and my letters of reference by the December 1 deadline and then I 
waited. The letter arrived in February 2010 telling me I was accepted into the class of 2010. Remember how it felt 
when you were accepted into the college of your dreams? That was how I felt as I read that letter. I then began to 
prepare for my journey to Austin. 

 

     The two-week Leadership/Management Seminar was an unforgettable experience at so many levels. Thirty 
women from around the world, me included, were on our way to meet and work together to develop our skills as 
future leaders in our respective fields of education but also as potential leaders in our beloved Delta Kappa 
Gamma. We would be living in a dorm at the university (by the way, I never had this experience before and I was 
scared), eating together daily, sitting in class for six to eight hours each day, spending the Fourth of July weekend 
together. Would we get along, would there be time for fun, these and many other questions ran through my mind. 
Early on Sunday morning June 27th, I arrived at Newark Airport for my flight to Austin. Needing to be there for 
dinner that evening I took the first flight out of Newark that morning and had a layover in Tennessee. As I sat 
waiting for the plane for the next leg of my journey I heard three women talking about the articles we had been 
asked to read in advance of the seminar. I was emboldened and approached the group, the first of my Golden Gift 
sisters. We bonded immediately. When we arrived at the airport in Austin we were greeted by DKG members 
from the Austin area who assisted us with ground transportation to the university. Upon arrival at the university 
we began meeting the other members of our class and the bonding continued. Within 48 hours we were a cohesive 
group, I know we will be life-long friends; sisters to help us when we meet with adversity, who will bolster our 
confidence as we begin our individual leadership journeys, and who will share our joys and successes.  

 

     The curriculum at the University of Texas challenged each of us to look within ourselves to understand who 
we are as leaders and to understand that we must accept and work with individuals with many leadership styles. 
We learned about making ethical decisions, networking, and communication. We learned to polish our profes-
sional image and to become better public speakers. 

(continued on page 14) 
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a master (dahlia) gardener from Washington State 
on the bus journey home from a dinner cruise on 
Lake Cour de Alene in Idaho. She shared informa-
tion and an excellent website to order some of the 
more unusual varieties.  
 
Alpha Zeta State was well represented. It was a 
thrill to see our state leaders in action and many 
presented workshops. The NJ delegation enjoyed a 
private dinner with President Claire Swanson at 
Shenanigans and attended the Northeast Regional 
Breakfast hosted by Beth Ann Richey. Sharing 
meals with our state members enables us to get to 
know one another on a deeper level.  I presented a 
workshop -  WRITING ABOUT READING  - and 
could not have imagined that I would have thirty 
plus in attendance during the last workshop  
session on a topic specifically geared by content to 
teachers grades 3 -8.  Barbara Smith and Betty 
Procopio served as my facilitators. Workshop  
participants were fully alert, knowledgeable,  
appreciative and eager to interact/share.   
Immediately following my workshop, I enjoyed a 
stimulating exchange with a fellow sister from 
Finland (Eija Liisa) who presented me with a shirt 
and has already become an online professional 
colleague as we are both education consultants/
student teacher supervisors. I received three e-
mails with commendations by the time I returned 
to my hotel room to change for dinner. I spoke to a 
new acquaintance from Tennessee who would like 
to attend our state convention. While participating 
in a technology workshop, I met the sister of a pro-
spective member for Omicron Chapter.  Amazing 
women…movers and shakers! During the NE re-
gional breakfast I had the pleasure of meeting and 
chatting with Dr. Irene Murphy, Past International 
President 1994 – 1996 from Pennsylvania. We 
compared notes about our personal family history, 
appreciation of historic hotels and personal con-
nections with the Bellevue Stratford Hotel in 
Philadelphia. We discovered we had similar  

experiences at the grand hotel and she promised to 
send a postcard (from the 1950’s). Music such 
as”The Purposeful Canon” by Arlene Ydstie was 
inspirational. Melinda Davis planned the convention 
music (many pieces written by her) and directed the 
choir which mesmerized the crowd of nearly 1400.  
 
Over the years I have heard numerous accolades 
about the international convention. However, there 
is nothing one can say to capture the feeling of  
being there! DKG members are inclusive, approach-
able, kind, proactive, intelligent, lifelong learners, 
supportive, incomparable and encourage those they 
meet to see potential beyond the state organization.  
I felt comfortable with everyone I met because we 
share the same commitment. I am more excited and 
honored to be part of this organization than I was 
twenty years ago as a new initiate. Endless  
possibilities and opportunities await those who fully 
participate. 
 
You may think you know why you were invited to 
membership in The Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International, however, there is no way you can fully 
realize, comprehend or know how very special you 
really are unless you see the international organiza-
tion in action. You have all the necessary prerequi-
sites to “… embrace our vision and design our  
future…” as was eloquently stated by our new  
International President Dr. Jensi Souders 
(Tennessee) at the Presidents’ banquet.  The bar for 
educational excellence, diversity in membership and 
chapter revitalization has been raised to a new level. 
If you have never attended an international conven-
tion, I recommend you mark your calendar for July 
24 – 28, 2012 to join us in New York City at the 
Sheraton Hotel and Towers.  

 
Je t’aime.  Ya tri-bya lyu-blyu. 

A-ni o-he-vet oth-ka. 
“Love in Any Language” 

 
Words and Music by Jon Mohr and Mohn Mays 
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President,  Kathy Hoglen, Recording Secretary, Doris 
Ann Hildebrand , Corresponding Secretary, Helen 
Barrett , Treasurer, Eileen Smith, Parliamentarian, 
and Kathy Stackhouse, Chaplain. Beta is working 
with Eta, Iota, Nu and Sigma on a joint meeting on 
Women's Issues for Spring 2011.   
 

 
Delta's first meeting led by new  

president Nancy Simmerman was held on Friday,  
September 17th at the Hawk Haven Winery in Rio 
Grande, NJ, where members enjoyed a wine tasting 
and informative tour. They learned about wine  
production and the history of the site of the vineyard 
and winery. A representative of Silpada jewelry sold 
jewelry at the meeting. The fundraiser generated $245 
to add to Delta's contribution to their annual Beat the 
Clock Race against Breast Cancer. 
 
The race was held on September 27th and a great  

success thanks to the efforts of Rita Tice. Participants 
included cancer survivors and Delta sisters; some  
participants were both. As always, it was an uplifting  
experience and Delta looks to a successful future for 
this ongoing project. 
 
With a strong commitment to service, Delta sisters 
contribute gifts for children to give their mothers and 
gifts for the children of abused women, which are  
donated to CARA to brighten the holidays. They have 
assembled packets of children's books and literacy  
materials that are presented to new mothers delivering 
at Cape Regional Hospital. In collaboration with  
Habitat for Humanity, the sisters will be purchasing 
household items for a family's new home. 
 
 

 
Cindy Martin  and a group of four 

North End School (Cedar Grove) teachers were 
awarded a study grant for the 2009-2010 school year 
from Montclair State University. Their project, entitled 
This Land Is Your Land, This Land Is My Land,   
involved a collaborative approach combining music, 
art, media, and social studies. They presented the  
results of their project at a conference at the university 
on June 28, 2010. 
 
Alpha awarded grants-in-aid to two outstanding high 
school seniors last May. Hannah Jack graduated from 
Kinnelon High School and is beginning her studies in 
elementary and special education at Boston College. 
Brianne Valente, a Wood-Ridge HS graduate, is  
majoring in special education at the University of 
Maryland.  
 

Debbie Hoeflinger retired last June from Butler HS 
but remains in the classroom. She is teaching three 
classes at County College of Morris for the fall  
semester.  
 

 
Beta's October meeting focused on  

Getting to Know Your Beta Sisters, as the chapter's 
new officers began their biennium. They include 

Luella Vengenock, President, Jo Ann Corvino,  First 
Vice President,  Kelly Johnson, Second Vice  
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Dr. Beth Willetts-Brierley transformed 
herself on stage and became Miss Patsy Cline for a  
delightful two-hour presentation by the Ocean County 

College Theater Company.  Beth's Zeta sisters, Arlene 
Newman, Jeri Hadley, and Ginny Willetts (her mom!) 
were there to cheer her on as she sang favorites like 
Your Cheatin' Heart and traditional gospel numbers  
like How Great Thou Art. By day, the talented   
entertainer is Associate Professor of Speech and Theater 
at OCC and was selected as their 2008 Outstanding  
Faculty Member. She has also been recognized as one of 
United Way's 40 Under 40 honorees. Beth is a NJACT 
Perry-nominated actress and choreographer. 
 

Dr. Sandy Sessa, professor at Georgian Court Univer-
sity, provided a half day of training for the professional 
staff of Children's Specialized Hospital of New Jersey 
on the topic of Resilience. The attendees were all 
from the Children's Specialized Hospital sites around the 
state and included psychologists, licensed clinical social 
workers, licensed professional counselors and interns. 
 

Dr. Mary Lee Batesko, professor at Georgian Court 
University, attended the Seminar for Purposeful Living 
in Tacoma, Washington from July 15-18, 2010.  Writers 
from the Washington State area were highlighted includ-
ing Debbie Macomber.  In conjunction with the Univer-
sity of Tacoma, a demonstration and exhibit of Dale 
Chihuly’s glass at the Museum of Glass was remarkable.  
Interested individuals could apply for a week’s intern-
ship at the Museum of Glass to learn this impressive art 
form. On July 22, 2010 in Spokane, Washington, Mary 
Lee presented a workshop for the DKG International 
Society of Key Women Educators titled Today:  
Kindergarten – Tomorrow: H.S. Graduation (2023) Are 

 
Epsilon has been doing a lot of  

celebrating. Their 50th Anniversary Champagne 
Brunch was a huge success.  Alpha Zeta State Past 

President Suzanne Hunt shared her 80th birthday 
with friends and family at a surprise party. Melva 
Cummings was delighted to see many of her piano 
students winning awards for their recent concert. 

Linda Adams, who serves as the volunteer trip  
planner for Sussex County Retired Educators,  
returned from a glorious trip with her group to Ocean 

City, MD.  Georgianna Lewis is organizing scrap-
books to preserve Epsilon's history. 
 
On a more serious note, Epsilon has established a 
scholarship fund in memory of their dear departed  

sister, Maureen Komlo. They have also collected 70 
book bags and filled them with age appropriate  
materials to give to Domestic Abuse Services in  
Sussex and Warren Counties. DASI AND DARC were 

thrilled to receive them. Barbara Henderson has 
been working with her church making toiletry packets 
for the Haitian earthquake survivors, who continue to 
struggle.  
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War conference for history educators in Gettysburg, 
PA, sponsored by the Civil War Institute. These annual 
conferences bring together educators from all over the 
country to work with top historians and National Park 
rangers and focus on a particular battle or phase of the 
Civil War. Patty Ann found it to be an excellent learn-
ing experience, gaining knowledge from the work-
shops and from her fellow teachers. 
 

 
Iota will have a seasoned leadership team 

for this biennium with five sisters returning to execu-

tive positions: President Jeanne Whalen, First Vice 
President Wanda Smith, Corresponding Secretary 
Sharon Long, Treasurer Anne Matt, and Parliamen-
tarian Margie Maines. New to chapter office are  
Second Vice President Barbara Freund and  
Recording Secretary Marcia Ergood. 
 

Jeanne Whalen was recently elected to the position of 
treasurer of the Professional Consultants Organization. 
Two of Iota's initiates have accepted leadership  
positions with the Gloucester County Education  

Association. Tina Dare is the co-chair for Government 
Relations and Chris Onoroto is county membership 
chair. 
 

Congratulations to Barbara Freund on earning her 
Master's degree from Rowan University in Teacher 
Leadership. Her certificate of graduate study is in  
middle school mathematics. 
 
Three Iota sisters are enjoying their retirement - 

Wanda Smith, former elementary school teacher in 
Franklin Township, Linda Baals, former science  

 
(continued on page 10) 

Our Students Properly Prepared?   The focus of the 
presentation was how this generation needs to be  
prepared for an unknown future, which will include 
jobs not considered at the present time.  The audience  
discussed curriculum trends in elementary schools 
throughout the world. 
 

 

Annie Wood, immediate past chapter  
president, received the Burlington Township High 
School Civic Engagement Award of Excellence in  
recognition of outstanding teaching and for preparing 
students for civic engagement. For three years, Annie 
has coordinated a community service project for 9th 
graders. This year, on National Youth Service Day, 
April 23, 2010, 326 students were able to choose from 
among 20 different community activities in which to 
participate. Under Annie's leadership, Eta chapter was 
also recognized for its continuing support of Cross-
roads of Burlington County, a community program  
addressing the needs of at-risk youth. 
 
Is older better? Eta chapter thinks so, as one of our most 

beloved (and still youthfully active!) members, Harriet 
DiLeonardo, turned 90 on June 29th! No chapter has a 
more vibrant, charming, or "hip" member! 
 

 
Federal stimulus money was put to 

good use by Jean Rotert Graham, who was able to 
purchase a SmartBoard, FM sound system, and other 
classroom materials for her students in the Integrated 
Pre-School Program at the Robert Reynolds School in 
Upper Saddle River.  
 

Last July, Patty Ann Sayre, a social studies teacher at 
Holdrum Middle School in River Vale, attended a Civil 
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2010 INTERNATIONAL  CONVENTION  
SPOKANE , WASHINGTON  

JULY  20-24 

"Photographs are courtesy of Photographs by Jim, Floresville, Texas"  

Past State Presidents enjoying some leisure time 
at the Seminar in Purposeful Living in Tacoma 
before attending the International Convention 

(L-R) Dr. Marilyn Gonyo 2003-05 
Dr. Mary Lee Batesko 2005-07 
and Carmela DeMarco 2007-09 
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Photographs are courtesy of Jean Jaeger (Alpha) 



teacher at Haddon Heights Junior School, and  

Christine Reily, who taught consumer science in the 
Collingswood public schools. 
 

 

Bea Card Kettlewood's article, The 
Meanderings of an Eternal Art Teacher, appeared in 
the Spring 2010 issue of The Garden Statement,  
published by the AAUW of New Jersey. The article 
suggests changing the acronym STEM to STEAM,  
noting specific examples of the presence of art in all 
science, technology, engineering, and math. 
 

Mimi Weis is tutoring at the Ciarco Learning Center in 
Hackensack, where she will be helping adults earn their 
GED. 
 

Lynn Smith is a volunteer at the Jersey Shore Arts 
Center in Ocean Grove. This 13-year all volunteer  
effort aimed at restoring the 1896 Old Neptune High 
School has created a theater and two floors for daily 
music, art, drama, and dance activities. The final stage 
of restoration involves establishing a Culinary Center 
for the Visually Impaired and Special Needs Individu-
als in the totally renovated third-floor space. 
 

 

Dr. Marilyn Gonyo  attended the  
Society's Seminar in Purposeful Living in Tacoma, 
WA. where Art and Nature met.  While she was most 
impressed with all of the museums she visited, it was 
the glass bridge created by artist Dale Chihuly that was 
the most awesome.  She enjoyed a side trip to Mt. 

Rainier before traveling on to Spokane to meet Dr. 
Nora Pollard and to attend the international  
convention.  As Chair of the International Professional 
Affairs Committee, Marilyn was busy with workshop 

presentations as well as giving her committee report 
to the general assembly.  Following the convention, 
Lynn and Nora departed for the Canadian Rock-
ies.  They traveled the Icefields Parkway and walked 
on the Athabasca Glacier, viewed  beautiful Lake 
Louise and the town of Banff, and rode the Sulphur 
Mountain Gondola to enjoy the scenic valley of 
Banff. 
 

Carol Boehm was the Assistant Director for Life in 
the Middle. This all-student production was per-
formed in June at the Two River Theater in Red 
Bank.  The students wrote a play about life in middle 
school and set it to music.  They expressed their feel-
ings about being old enough to notice everything but 
too young to do much about it.  The play sold out and 
was warmly received.  
 

Annabelle Boehm was appointed to the New Jersey 
Principals' and Supervisors' Committee on Special 
Education.  This will provide a wonderful opportu-
nity to network with other educators across the state 
and make a difference.  Annabelle contributed to an 
article on How to Become a Learning Disabilities 
Teacher Consultant to a new computer-based  
magazine called How to ... 
 

 
Dr. Kathleen A. Froriep, Assistant Profes-

sor for the School of Education at Georgian Court 
University, was a recipient of a Lucile Cornetet  
Professional Development Award from the Delta 
Kappa Gamma Educational Foundation. Kathleen 
used her award to attend the International Reading 
Association 23rd World Congress on Reading, held 
July 12-15, 2010 in Auckland, New Zealand. Her 
presentation was entitled Reading Wordless Books: 
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What do you see? What does it mean? Kathleen's trip 
was also supported by the Ocean County Reading 
Council. The World Congress drew more than 800  
registrants from more than 30 countries. The Interna-
tional Reading Association includes more than 70,000 
reading professionals in 100 countries. 
 

 
A mixture of veterans and newcomers will lead 

Xi chapter this biennium. Judi Marzolino  is the new 
president and Lila Williams  is serving as first vice 
president. Joining the leadership team are Janel 
Schafer as recording secretary, Amy Gold as corre-
sponding secretary, and Jane Flanagan as treasurer. 
Immediate past president Miranda Levy  and the other 
former officers will continue to serve as mentors to the 
new team. 
 

 
Kathleen Thulin was recently 

honored by the Long Beach Island Rotary Club with the 
Paul Harris Fellowship Award, named for Paul Harris, 
the founder of Rotary International.  It is awarded to 
either Rotarians or community members who have  
exemplified the Rotary’s mission of Service above Self  
in the community.   
 

Barbara Smith, Alpha Zeta State Second Vice  
President, has retired as Assistant Superintendent of the 
Little Egg Harbor School District.  Barbara began her 
career in 1973 and worked as a classroom and basic 
skills teacher for students in grades K-6 before being 
promoted to an administrative position in 1990.  
 

 
 The Pi Chapter Formers (aka retired sisters) 

created and delivered their annual Back to School gift 

packets for members starting a new school year in  
September. The sweets and treats helped Pi sisters 
keep their energy levels up in those busy first days of 
school. 
 

Debbie Kain and Robin Atkins have been named as 
recipients of a $1000 grant from Alpha Zeta State to 
continue their butterfly garden project as part of the  
science curriculum at Sewell Elementary School. The 
teachers were most grateful for the award as school 
budget cuts would have signaled the end of the  
project had these funds not been awarded. 
 
At their October 20th meeting, Pi welcomed New  
Jersey Teacher of the Year, Maryann Woods-
Murphy, as their featured speaker. 
 

 

Sarah Pauch, Wendy Reardon, Anne-
Marie Ehler , and Mary  Jean DiRoberto were 
among the 19 teachers and administrators from  
Readington Township Schools who were part of the 
Merck Institute for Science Education’s Leadership 
in Science Instruction program last summer.  The 
three-year program’s purpose is to bring together 
teachers and administrators to help them “make sci-
ence come alive” in the classroom.  Only five school 
districts in the state had teachers in the program.  
Readington was the only Hunterdon County district 
participating. 

 
Two students from Beverly Andresen’s third grade 
class at Milford Public School were inspired by their 
teacher to write a letter to Governor Christie.  After a 
school field trip to the Old Barracks Museum in 
Trenton, the girls learned from Mrs. Andresen that 
the funding for the museum was cut from the  
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proposed state budget, and the Old Barracks was 
slated to close.  The students were thrilled to receive 
an official letter from the governor informing them 
that full funding had been restored.  Beverly’s lesson 
on persuasive writing demonstrated “the power of the 
pen” for all her students. 
 

Crystal DiBetta, a teacher in the Flemington-Raritan 
School District, was chosen to participate in the New 
Orleans Mickelson ExxonMobile Teachers Academy 
in July.  She was one of 600 teachers of grades three 
through five to be chosen.  Golfer Phil Mickelson, his 
wife, Amy, and ExxonMobil, in conjunction with the 
National Science Teachers Association and Math 
Solutions, bring teachers from across the country  
together for a week-long, all-expense-paid profes-
sional development program designed to discover 
innovative new ways to inspire students in math and 
science.   
 

Marilyn Cody , who retired after 39 years at the  
Milford School, is looking forward to some travel.  
The hardest part of retiring from teaching for Marilyn 
will not be missing the first day of the new school 
year but the preparation of her classroom.  Marilyn 
reminisces, “When I would start going back in  
August, the first few days felt like Christmas and  
preparing my room was like opening Christmas  
presents.  There was so much anticipation of what 
was to come and the joy of seeing the result once the 
gift was opened.” 

 
After 36 years in education, Laura Hartner  retired 
as Superintendent of the Kingwood Township (K-8) 
School District. This past summer, Laura volunteered 
at the Kilimanjaro Primary School in Moishe,  

Tanzania, modeling teaching techniques, making  
materials, and providing staff development.  Laura 
looks forward to spending time with her retired  
husband on long-distance sailing cruises and  
diving.  She is sure she will be involved with  
education in some way in the future. 
 

Jane Ries retired from Franklin Township School in 
Hunterdon County after 26 ½ years of teaching.     
Jane is looking forward to spending time with her 
granddaughter in St. Louis and also focusing on her 
business as a Stampin’ Up demonstrator.  Most  
exciting will be having the flexibility to plan any  
activities she is interested in pursuing. 
 

Barbara Strouse retired from her job as a basic skills 
teacher, K-4, at Lebanon Township School after 36 
years at the school.  She is planning to develop her 
home business as a professional seamstress doing  
alterations and home décor. 
 
 

 
At a box-making get together in  

August, a group of members joined together for some 
catching up, looking ahead, great food, and the fun-
filled task of preparing gift boxes for our future 
guests, presenters, and honorees of the year. 
 

Roxanne Adinolfi, Linda Dix , and Betty Procopio 
represented our chapter at the International Conven-
tion in Spokane and had a great time. Roxanne  
presented a workshop there called Writing about 
Reading and her reflections regarding the experience 
can be found on page 1 of this newsletter.   
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Nancy Ireland and Sharon Heller retired from the 
Mt. Laurel, NJ school district in June. They were  
honored at Indian Springs Golf Club where the staff 
acted out a book called The Kingdom of Countryside, 
the school from which they retired. Both welcomed 
new grandsons soon after the party. 
 

New Chapter President Jane Murphy traveled around 
the Great Lakes as part of her summer travels, and in 
Faribault, Minnesota went to see the church her  
grandfather had served in the twenties. She was  
surprised to find a book, The History of the First  
English Lutheran Church, written by Lillian Teisberg, 
a Delta Kappa Gamma member, in 1990, which had 
stories about her grandfather.  
 

Sky McClain was inspired by the presentation at our 
last combined meeting, The Voices of Volunteers. She 
has become a volunteer literacy coach (and so has her 

husband), joining Kathy Coe and Roberta Sallee, 
who are continuing volunteers at CASA and  
CONTACT of Burlington County, respectively. 
 
Our Fall meeting topic is Education around the World. 
The speakers are Carol Bastian, who was a Fulbright 
Scholar and visited schools in South Africa, and 
Winfred Kiunga who is a graduate of Moi University 
in Kenya with a degree in Education. She worked with 
Windle Trust Kenya at Kakuma and Dadaab refugee 
camps in Kenya as a teacher. 
 
Our holiday season activities will include a dinner at 
Moorestown Community House, at which we will 
honor some Linda Dix Women of Distinction, and our 
annual visit to Inova Rehabilitation Center where we 
will provide songs, gifts, and camaraderie to the  
patients. 

We’re going try some new activities for fund raising 
purposes…. See you next newsletter with results! 
 

 

 Ruth Herr  retired from her position as a 
literacy coach in the Randolph School District this 
past June and began work this fall as a  “Consultant/
Literacy Coach” in Newark under the auspices of the 
Children’s Literacy Initiative, a non-profit organiza-
tion centered in Philadelphia. She completed her train-
ing in Philadelphia and will work part time in Newark 
from October through May. Ruth is excited about  
being in Newark as news broke about their 100  
million dollar grant for education. She said,  “I can’t  
believe I am going to be in a place where all of this 
exciting activity is taking place.” 
 

Barbara Fleissner retired from her position as a third 
grade teacher in the Lincoln-Hubbard School in  
Summit. During the spring, Barbara coordinated the 
premiere issue of a new literary magazine, The Lion’s 
Tale, that showcased the writing talents of students 
from every grade level in the school. Barbara had been 
serving as the teacher of a creative writing program 
that met twice a week as part of the PTO’s after 
school activities. She commented that “the district’s 
writing program has been greatly enhanced by our 
involvement with the Columbia University Teachers 
College Writing Project….So many students have 
done such wonderful writing…we wanted to  
recognize and share their work. A literary magazine 
seemed the perfect vehicle.” 
 
The explosion last May 3 of an underground gas pipe 
at the Morristown Public Library was widely reported 
in the media. Although fortunately no one was injured, 
there was so much damage to the building that it is 
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still closed to the public with repairs underway.  

Former Tau President, Maureen McGee is a part-time 
member of the staff and reports that she and her  
colleagues have experienced many changes in their 
work patterns and have been “filling their hours in new 
and creative ways” as they step up to the  
challenge of providing library services in these altered 
situations. They have spent much time learning more 
advanced computer programs and new responsibilities, 
so that there can be greater flexibility in assigning 

staff. All are learning the procedures normally done at 
the circulation desk.  Maureen has been out on the 
bookmobile, and was appointed by the director to plan  
and co-chair the monthly book club discussions.  
Formerly held in the main building, the discussions 
are now sometimes held in the annex across the street, 
sometimes in the church hall next door, and  
occasionally in the homes of members throughout the 
Morris County area, as patrons as well as staff explore 
ways in which they can contribute.  
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     Did we have fun during this intensive two-weeks of learning…absolutely! We visited the River Walk and the 
Alamo in San Antonio, we watched the Fourth of July fireworks from the top of the parking garage, we had mid-
night ice cream parties, and we sang. We wrote and performed a song to the tune of Rolling Down the River that 
says, “If you go down to Austin you will learn the pearls of Golden Gift learning about passionate leading…”. 
(To see the full video go to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJDRXUb44Ds).  

 
     The 2010 Leadership/Management Seminar participants had as few as four years experience in DKG, so 
don’t say, “I haven’t been a member long enough”- it is what you’ve done, not how long you’ve been a member 
that is important. Be active in your chapter, be active in Alpha Zeta State and you too may have the opportunity 
to experience this truly golden gift.  

A Truly Golden Gift 
(continued from page 3) 

NJ Recognized for "Shoe-In" Success 
 

     Barbara Smith (Omicron), AZ State Second Vice President and State Membership Chair,   
announced that eleven chapters had earned recognition at the International Convention in Spokane for 

achieving one, two, or all three of the criteria set for the Shoe-In Challenge. Nu and Pi reported  
maintaining the same number of members during the year. Tau proudly reported adding a member 
from a new educational environment. Additionally, Iota and Lambda reached two goals by holding 
membership steady and then increasing their membership. Kappa and Sigma both maintained  
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membership numbers while adding a member from a new educational environment. The chapters with 

the greatest success in the Challenge were Delta, Epsilon, Zeta, and Omicron, meeting all three criteria 
- maintaining overall membership numbers, increasing chapter membership, and adding a member from 
a new environment. 

     A special publication honoring the achievements of all the Challenge winners was distributed in  
Spokane and these chapters will also appear in the posting of the Shoe-In results on the International 
website. The chapters will also receive certificates of recognition. 

CTAUN Is Back at the United Nations 
 

     The Committee on Teaching about the United Nations will hold its annual conference at UN Head-
quarters in NYC on Friday, January 14, 2011. The theme for the event is Achieving the Millennium  
Development Goals: Teaching for Action. As explained by CTAUN, "All 192 members of the United 
Nations have signed a time-bound agreement to work toward eradicating extreme poverty by addressing 
hunger, primary education, gender equality, child mortality, maternal health, HIV/AIDS, and environ-
mental stability all through global partnerships. At the ten-year mark, an assessment of progress on  
meeting these eight Millennium Development Goals is underway."  

     The conference returns to the UN site after relocating to Rutgers University last year while the UN 
facilities were undergoing renovation. The one-day event will give educators the knowledge, tools, and 
inspiration to foster global citizenship. Additional information and registration are available at the 
CTAUN website at www.teachun.org. 

Delta Kappa Gamma Partners with UNICEF for Schools for Africa 
 

     Delta Kappa Gamma Society International has joined a partnership among UNICEF, the Nelson  
Mandela Foundation, and the Hamburg Society to raise funds for improving educational opportunities 
for some 5 million children in 11 African countries. At the Alpha Zeta State Board meeting on Saturday, 

September 25, Dr. Linda Dix  (Sigma), one of AZ State's two UN Liaisons, presented a program on 
Schools for Africa and urged chapters to join in supporting this effort to increase access to basic quality 
education by building and rehabilitating schools, training teachers, providing school supplies, and  
guaranteeing clean water and separate bathrooms for boys and girls, all in a safe and nurturing  

environment. Dr. Dix and the other UN Liaison, Dr. Margaret Anzul  (Tau), are leading the NJ effort to 
raise funds for this transformational undertaking. Chapters are invited to share unique and interesting 
fundraising ideas in their chapter news for the next issue of the newsletter. For more information on 
Schools for Africa, visit unicefusa.org/dkg or the International website. 
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Mrs. Jean Jaeger 

9 Bradford Way 

Cedar Grove, New Jersey 07009 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

Saturday, January 8, 2011: State Executive Board Meeting   
    8:30am - 12:00 Noon 
 
(Snow date: January 15, 2011)   Sayen Elementary School 
    333 Nottingham Way 
    Hamilton, NJ 08690   (609) 631-4164 
 
Friday, January 14, 2011:   CTAUN Conference:  Achieving  
    the Millennium Development Goals:  
    Teaching for Action 
    UN Headquarters, New York City 
 
Fri-Sun, March 25-27, 2011: Alpha Zeta State Convention 
    Doubletree Hotel and Conference 
    Center, Somerset, NJ 
 
Wed-Sat, July 20-23, 2011: Northeast Regional Conference 
    Hershey Lodge, Hershey, PA                          
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