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The Seven Purposes of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society
1. To unite women educators of the world in a genuine spiritual fellowship.

2. To honor women who have given or who evidence a potential for distinctive service in any field of education.

3. To advance the professional interest of women in education.

4. To initiate, endorse and support desirable legislation or other suitable endeavors in the interest of education and women educators.

5. To endow scholarships to aid outstanding women in pursuing graduate study and to grant fellowships to women educators from other countries.

6. To stimulate the personal and professional growth of members and to encourage their participation in appropriate programs of action.

7. To inform the members of current economic, social, political, and educational issues so that they may participate effectively in a world society.

Introduction – What We Do
Delta Kappa Gamma promotes professional and personal growth of women educators and excellence in education.  Formed in 1929, its founders believed that an organization of women teachers, selected from among the best in the profession and united by common purposes, would have an opportunity for rendering real service to education.  Organized at the local, state and international levels, The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International

· Offers educationally sound, relevant programs that enhance individuals’ professionalism and the quality of community life.

· Recognizes and celebrates achievements of women educators.

· Offers opportunities to enhance leadership development at local, regional and international levels.

· Funds support to members seeking educational advancement and diverse learning opportunities.

· Advocates for educational excellence through its projects and activities.

· Presents innovative professional development opportunities for all educators.

· Gives financial support to outstanding educational/community projects and to women students outside the United States and Canada pursuing professional careers.

· Supports international networking across all fields and levels of education.

· Provides members with fellowship, friendship and support.

· Offers mentors to women educators, providing mutual support and interaction in all educational fields and at all levels.  

The nurturing environment of the Society encourages all members to grow and reach the highest levels of professional and personal accomplishments their many unique talents allow.

Members are committed to fulfilling their potential for greatness, for creativity, for leadership and for service through varied programs of education.

The Symbol
The Society symbol used throughout this history is the key of Delta Kappa Gamma which is the golden ellipse.  It is emblematic of the two foci from which the orbit of the activities of the society are drawn—organization and work of each for all.

Across the center, the ellipse bears the Greek letters, Delta Kappa Gamma.  Above them, a wreath of laurel leaves symbolizes the distinction that those who wear the key have achieved and must continue to deserve.  Below the letters, the scyphus symbolizes the cup of knowledge.

The Colors

The colors of the Society are crimson, representing the courage of those who achieve leadership in the educational profession, and gold, signifying for a member faith and loyalty to fellow members and to the purposed of Delta Kappa Gamma.

The Flower

The official flower is the red rose denoting the maturity and beauty of mind and spirit, characteristic of a dedicated teacher.

The Crest

In the crest, the three Tudor roses stand for friendship, loyalty and helpfulness: the laurel symbolizes achievement; the open book, knowledge; the lamp, scholarship; the cup, motivation to learning through presentation of the vessel of knowledge.
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Scholarships
Purpose V of the seven Purposes of Delta Kappa Gamma reads: Endow scholarships to aid outstanding women educators in pursuing graduate study.  Hence, units of the Society at all levels provide scholarships and grants-in-aid to promote excellence in education and professional growth of women educators.
The international scholarships consist of 27 annual scholarships and two biennial scholarships in the amount of $5,000 each.  From 1940 through 2004, 828 international scholarships have been awarded to members for a total amount of $2,991,500.
To qualify for a scholarship at the international level, the applicant must:

· be an active member of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International for a minimum of three years.

· provide evidence of active participation and of demonstrated leadership in The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International.

· have completed a master’s degree or equivalent.

· be accepted and enrolled in a graduate program of a nationally accredited institution of higher education, preferably pursuing a doctoral degree.

· have not received an international scholarship previously.

· provide evidence of excellence in scholarship.

· provide evidence of service to the community.
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Notes to Initiates
· Dress for Friday evening is casual.  Also remember to bring some money for the cash bar and silent auction.
· There will be some need for lounging clothing, as most members will want to gather in the President’s suite after the initiation dinner.  Also, the Doubletree does have a pool.

· Chorus rehearsal is a 8:00 on Saturday morning.  All sisters are welcome to be part of the chorus.

· Attire for Saturday’s daytime events is business casual (dress, suit, pantsuit).

· All initiates will attend the orientation meeting on Friday evening at 7:30 P.M. and the Initiation rehearsal on Saturday morning at 10:45 A.M.

· Initiates will be able to attend an afternoon session.

· You are guests of the Alpha Zeta State at the luncheon.  All other functions/meals will require your payment.

· Remember to wear comfortable shoes for initiation.  While the attire is formal (long gown, cocktail length dress or dressy pant outfit), it is wise to remember that you will be on your feet for at least an hour.  Make sure that the shoes you are wearing are comfortable.  Call for Initiates will be at 5:30 P.M.  Initiation will begin at 6:00 P.M.  No cell phones or purses during the formal initiation ceremony.  (Give to a friend for safekeeping; not your escort.)

· Necrology, the service of remembrance for our departed sisters, will be held on Sunday morning.  While this meeting is not required, it is very beautiful.
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The Delta Kappa Gamma Song

Women Teacher to the calling,

Firmly rally, never falling

Duty ne’re upon us palling,

Staunch, courageous, we!

Loyalty and trust e’er heeding,

Mindful of our sisters needing

Aid and guidance from those leading,

Helpful may we be!

To Delta Kappa Gamma

Faith we pledge forever!

Hand in hand, our loyal band,

Forward moving ever!

Onward! ‘tis our sisters need us,

Courage, Faith, and honor lead us!

Wrongs in truth and justice heed us!

Firmly shall we stand.

Guardians of the faith yet sleeping,

For our sisters watch e’er keeping.

Deeds of others now we’re reaping,

We for others stand!

To us pioneers have given;

We return their gifts to Heaven;

Work for others is the leaven
That inspires our band!

Oh, Delta Kappa Gamma

In thy fold we gather;

Unity and Liberty

Shall be our watchwords ever!

Education e’er we’ll further

Each is bound to each as brother,

With this faith in one another;

We shall win for aye.

