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In the most recent edition of the ȹȾũ News, International President Dr. Carolyn Rants 

wrote an article entitled The Côs Have It! She was referring to the upcoming International 

Convention in Spokane, the culmination of her biennium as president, the proposed revi-

sion of the Constitution and International Standing Rules, and the celebration of the results 

of the Membership Shoe In! 

It has been a year of Côs for Alpha Zeta State, too. New Jersey enthusiastically supported 

our NERD, Dr. Beth Ann Richey, at the Northeast Regional Conference last summer in 

Burlington, Vermont. We celebrated with our Alpha Zeta State President, Claire Swanson, 

at our own State Convention in March at the Doubletree in Somerset and welcomed our 

International guest, Carolyn Pittman.  

We have explored the opportunities to change our Society for the better. Chapters have em-

braced the new membership brochures, using them to establish a connection with potential 

members. We have used technology to improve communication among current members. 

We now have access to software that will enable us to set up meetings via computer. Some 

chapters have begun to use another new program to collect dues and payments for meet-

ings. We were even able to register and pay for the state convention online! The new Inter-

national website was launched and the DKG Social Network is in the final testing phase. 

This is the first issue of our State Newsletter to be circulated primarily via the Internet, ena-

bling us to conserve financial and environmental resources. We join many other state or-

ganizations that are converting to this form of distribution.  

In Spokane, the Alpha Zeta sisters in attendance will have the opportunity to discuss and 

debate the proposed revisions to our Constitution and Standing Rules. Once any amend-

ments have been made, the documents will be submitted for a final vote. There are a num-

ber of proposed changes in the documents that could significantly affect the nature of our 

Society, including a major restructuring of the entire committee system. Some specific pro-

posals are the following: 

¶ Reduce the number of years as a professional educator for membership eligibility from 

3 years to 0 years. 

¶ Increase the number of years after retirement for membership eligibility from 2 years to 

5 years. 

¶ Delete the requirement that a chapter must vote to a) restore a reserve member to active 

status or to b) reinstate a member 

¶ Change the language of the Constitution to define employed as hired by an employer 

and/or paid a salary or fee for specific educational services. The term professional 

educator is interpreted to include one-on-one as well as group instruction. 

                                                                                                   (continued on pg. 3) 
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It seems like just yesterday 

that we began planning the 

2010 State Convention and 

now it is already a memory. I 

would like to thank the many 

members who accepted re-

sponsibilities for various por-

tions of the convention.  It was 

through their efforts that the 

convention was a success. 

Over the convention weekend, 

we had the pleasure of becom-

ing acquainted with International Member-at-Large, 

Carolyn Pittman, who provided us with insight into the 

proposed International Constitution revision. 

Spokane, Washington is the place to be this July!  The 

proposed constitutional revision will be discussed and 

voted on by the members present.  The third volume of 

Our Heritage will be debuted. This history of our soci-

ety from 1970 to 2008 will be on sale at the Interna-

tional Convention in a DVD/CD format.  Also, a num-

ber of our Alpha Zeta State members will be present-

ing workshops during the week. We would like to 

know if you plan to come to Spokane so we can ar-

range a get together for the members of Alpha Zeta 

State.  If you plan to attend, please email me at cswan-

son5@optimum.net by June 15th so I can make ar-

rangements.   

Have you noticed International has a new website?  

You can locate it at http://dkg.org.  Also, soon you will 

be able to access the DKGNetwork which is somewhat 

like Facebook, but the DKGNetwork is a social net-

work for Delta Kappa Gamma members only.  This 

will be a great place to share and discuss ideas of com-

mon interest to our members.  Currently, I am involved 

with the Beta testing of this site. 

Are you keeping 

your eyes out for 

prospective mem-

bers? Have you in-

vited that young 

teacher down the 

hall who shows great 

potential?  Have you 

read in the newspa-

per about a woman 

educator that has 

won an educational 

award or grant?  

Have you looked for 

members in school 

districts and univer-

sity settings where 

we currently have no members? In order for us to stay 

viable as a Society we need to increase our membership 

and retain those that we currently have.  Please con-

sider asking someone to membership within the next 

year. 

Have a great summer and I hope to see many of you in 

Spokane, Washington! 

 

 

Note: Alpha Zeta State President Claire Swanson has a 

new email address. Please change your Redbook and 

address book. New email is  

cswanson5@optimum.net 
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All Convention pictures courtesy of Michele Contala (Lambda) 
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