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Eta State Leaders attend international  
Convention in Spokane, WA 
 
Twenty-seven delegates from North Carolina attended the 
International Convention in Spokane, Washington (Alpha 
Sigma State), July 20 – 25. The motto of the city is “Near 
Nature, Near Perfect,” and those women know how to do  
a convention!   The weather was perfect, and we Southerners 
appreciated the absence of humidity!             
 
* over 1700 delegates and guests 
* from 17 countries 
* 100,760 members in Society 

Revision of the International Constitution                                                                            
and Standing Rules Completed and Passed 

The following changes affect chapter procedure.   Consult the Proposed                                                                                     
Revision of the International Constitution and International Standing Rules,                                                                                                     

as printed in the NEWS, to locate these changes.                                                                                                                          

Constitution:                                                                                                                                                                                             

Article III:   Membership    “An active member shall be a woman who is                                                                     
employed as a professional educator or who has retired from an educational                                                                                                               
position.” 

Article VI   Officers  B.3.   Chapter   “Chapter personnel, all of whom must                                                                            
be members of the Society, shall be defined in the chapter rules.  It is desired  
that the appointed parliamentarian be a member.”   

Article XII   Publications   Section B.  Periodical -  NEWS   1.  “The Society shall publish a news periodical, 

NEWS, six (6) times a year.  Print versions will be mailed to members.”                                                                              

Article XII   Publications    Section   C.  Journal:   The Delta Kappa Gamma Bulletin   1. “The Delta Kappa 
Gamma Bulletin shall be published four (4) times a year.  Print versions will be mailed to members.”             

Article XIII  Awards  Section  C.  2.  a.  “The term grant-in-aid shall represent the general category of awards granted 
by state organizations and chapters that are supported by funds other than the scholarship fee. 

    

 

International Website:   www.dkg.org  

Eta State Website:  www.deltakappagamma.org/NC 
 

Saturday, September 18:  Eta 
State Executive Board 

Meeting at  
Elon University 

Chapter Presidents ARE 
the voting executive board 

members - be there! 
 
AGENDA: 

1) Minutes of last Executive Board 
Meeting 
 2) Vote on 2010-2011Budget Revision  
Committee Requests 

 3)  Planning (Action Plan) 
 4)  Research  
 5)  Personnel  
 6)  Nominations 
 7) Program of Work (Founders Award 
and Going Green Challenge) 
Reports 
 8)  Eta State NEWS Editor 
 9)  Ad Hoc Committee (Sale of Items at 

Convention) 
10) Ad Hoc Committee (Planned Giving)  
Updates 

 11) Constitutional Changes - Impact on    
State and Chapter Rules 
12) Legislative 
13) Schools for Africa Project 
 Announcements 

 

Bring your chapter 
by-laws; constitutional changes 

will be discussed. 
You should have received a 

detailed email from Ellen Gragg 
this week! 

http://www.deltakappagamma.org/NC
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Standing Rules:  

4.  Finance  4.13    “The administrative board may make adjustments in dues and other required payments for chapters 
or state organizations impacted by major political upheavals, severe natural disasters, or penalty exchange rates between 
the monetary unit of member countries and the United States dollar.” 

 
5. Organization – General   5.1    Coordinating Council (optional)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

                                                                                                                                               
Officers for 2010 – 2012 Installed                                                                                            
New Theme: “Embracing Our Vision ● Designing Our Future” 

New President Dr. Virginia P. (Jensi) Souders (Tennessee) was installed along with the  other                                                    
officers and committee chairmen at the Presidents Banquet on Saturday night.  Scheduled for                                                                     
September 7-14 is the Planning Meeting from which we will hear more about the direction our                                                  
Society will take. 

Schools for Africa Project Adopted 

The Convention delegates agreed to “transform lives through education” on the African continent.  Through the support of 
the Schools for Africa Project nearly 5 million African students will gain access to quality basic education with a 
special focus on girls, orphans, and vulnerable children.  Our partnership will train over 100,000 teachers and build or 
rehabilitate almost 1,000 schools. 

Launched in Cape Town on December 6, 2004, Schools for Africa was the brainchild of German shipping magnate 
Peter Krämer, who has personally donated EUR 3.8 million(around USD 5.0 million) to the campaign.  After a very 
successful first phase (2005-2009) aiming at raising 50 million $ to benefit 4 million children in 6 countries in Africa, 
Schools for Africa Phase II (2010-2013) is now launched and aims at raising a further 70 million $ to benefit 8 
million more children now in 11 countries in Africa.  Villagers work alongside UNICEF to build local schools themselves, 
then take over responsibility for maintaining and running them.   At the same time, UNICEF strives to help national 
agencies institutionalize and scale-up the Schools for Africa approach and framework, so that local successes can 
be replicated many times over, across the country. 

The DKG website will feature information to download for programs and links, including one to the UNICEF site, where 
numerous videos and testimonials are posted.  Let our state be among the first to make 
a “continental difference” through support for the School for Africa Project.   

DKG and TOMS Celebrate Success of Shoe-In Campaign  
 
President Rants became fascinated with the TOMS model during the time the Society 
was marketing the Shoe-in Challenge to chapters.  Her idea: honor our winning 
chapters by helping put shoes on the feet of people who need them!  Five state 
organizations and over 700 chapters responded to the Society’s membership “Shoe-In” 
challenge.    N.B.  Twenty-six NC chapters were recognized for meeting the “Shoe-In 
Challenge.”  To honor these states and chapters, the Society formed a connection with 
TOMS Shoes.  A grant from the Educational Foundation provided $1,000 worth of shoes for needy children in the 
Spokane area. Our One for One shoes went to Guatemala, a member country! 

 
TOMS Shoes has made a generous offer to us!  For every pair of shoes purchased through the TOMS Web Site (when the 
proper code is entered) – Women’s, Men’s or Children’s – five dollars will be returned to Delta Kappa Gamma Educational 
Foundation. Link to the TOMS site through the Society Web site or go to TOMS shoes – make your shoe selection. During 
the payment process, enter the code dkgsi in the discount code box.   Three things will happen: you will receive wonderful 
shoes for yourself or your family.   A child will receive a pair of shoes – One for One.   The Foundation will receive funds 
which will be used to further literacy and other projects. All of this honors our chapters who worked so hard to maintain or 
grow their membership.    
 

 

 

http://www.dkg.org/site/lookup.asp?c=meJMIOOwErH&b=6134509
http://www.toms.com/


One for One (continued)        Page three   

TOMS Shoes was founded on a simple premise: With every pair you purchase, TOMS will give a pair of new shoes to a 
child in need.  Using the purchasing power of individuals to benefit the greater good is what we're all about. The TOMS 
One for One mission transforms our customers into benefactors, which allows us to grow a truly sustainable business 
rather than depending on fundraising for support. 

Why shoes? 

Many children in developing countries grow up barefoot. Whether at play, doing chores or going to school, these children 
are at risk: 

 A leading cause of disease in developing countries is soil-transmitted diseases, which can penetrate the skin 
through bare feet. Wearing shoes can help prevent these diseases, and the long-term physical and cognitive harm 
they cause. 

 Wearing shoes also prevents feet from getting cuts and sores. Not only are these injuries painful, they also are 
dangerous when wounds become infected. 

 Many times children can't attend school barefoot because shoes are a required part of their uniform. If they don't 
have shoes, they don't go to school. If they don't receive an education, they don't have the opportunity to realize 
their potential.   

Southeast Regional Breakfast 

 
In recent years flooding has caused more Emergency Fund requests than any other natural disaster, i.e., in 

Louisiana, Ohio, Wisconsin, Rhode Island..  At the Southeast Region Breakfast delegates collected $13,106.52 

ï almost half of the total collected from all regions:  $28,058.60.  

 

At the SE Regional Breakfast each state recognized one outstanding leader as a “2010 Star of the Southeast.”  

Eta State honored Lucile Stone, who, among many other contributions, arranges the location details for the 

annual September Eta State Executive Board Meeting at Elon University.  Presentation of her award will be 

made at Elon since Lucile could not be in Spokane. 

 

“A Celebration of Life” Service Held on Saturday Morning 
 
One hundred, sixteen North Carolina sisters were remembered by having their names and chapters printed in the 

booklet that was distributed before the ñCelebration of Lifeò service.  Dr. Hanna Fowler, International 

Membership Committee Member (Georgia), added to the honorary bouquet a single white rose for all the 

women from the Southeast Region. 

 
Facts: 
 
*  At the tea for the Golden Gift alumni, $10,000.00 was collected for the Golden Gift Fund. 

*  Five $800.00 Golden Gift Stipends were awarded. 

*  The website will include information about extraordinary on-line training for a mere $49.00. 

*  Use of the DKG VISA card gave the Society over $6,000.00 for the biennium. 

*  Eight North Carolina women were on the honor roll of 187 ñWomen of Vision and Action.ò 

*  A total of $238,000.00 was given for advanced degrees for this biennium. 

*  World Fellowships Committee (read 248 dossiers and) awarded 58 stipends of $4,000 each and 16 extensions 

 of $800.00 each.  Chapters gave $240,800 for world fellowships for 2008 ï 2010. 

*  The Educational Foundation granted 136 Cornetet awards ($19,905) for eleven seminars. 

 

 

 
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society Intern ational promotes professional and 

personal growth of women educators and excellence in education.  
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July 11 ï 16, 2011, Marriott Downtown, Louisville, KY ï Southeast Regional Conference 

July 24 ï 28, 2012, -- Sheraton Hotel, New York, NY ï International Convention 

July 9 ï 13, 2013 ï Gaylord Palms, Orlando, FL ï Southeast Regional Conference 

July 28 ï August 1, 2014 ï JW Marriott Hotel, Indianapolis, IND ï International Convention 

 

 
 

      Resources for Presidents available at Elon 
      Board Meeting 

 

       Several chapters did not have representatives at the June training   

      sessions.  I will be bringing the remaining President's CDs to the   

      Executive Board meeting in Elon. Other materials distributed were the  

      booklets on Guidelines for Chapter Presidents and for Communications  

      Chairs from International, as well as Eta State's Criteria for Chapter  

      Excellence Awards.  We plan to give all these materials to presidents  

      attending at Elon or to their regional directors to pass on to them.   

      Nancy Griffin, Eta State Leadership Development               

      Committee Chairman  

 
 
Word from Nomination Committee 
 
November 15 is an important date to every DKG member in Eta State.   

This is the deadline for applications for the 2011-2013 officers (presi-  

dent, first vice-president, second vice-president, and secretary) to be  

postmarked.  Thanks to web master Beth Winstead, the application  

can be found on the Eta State website.  Information concerning the job  

description and responsibility can be found in our By-laws and Rules.   

Please send applications to Jean Yelverton, Nominations Chair,  

2102 Burnside Drive, Wilson, NC 27896 or e-mail the application to 

 jsyelverton@rocketmail.com.   

 
 
 

Four Eta State Leaders Selected for International Positions 
 
Four Eta State women will be among the International leadership.  Judy Carlson will continue her 

membership on the Nominations Committee for another two years.  President Jensi Souders has asked 

the following to serve in the new biennium:  Linda Little as a member of the new Educational Excellence 

Committee, Barbara Perry-Sheldon as a member of the Educator’s Award Committee, and Pat Taylor as Music 

Representative. 

 

 
Linda Little currently serves as the Associate Director for NC SACS CASI/AdvancED in which she coordinates quality 

assurance review visits for PreK-12 public and non-public schools. She served as an adjunct instructor for East Carolina 

University following her retirement as an elementary principal in Craven County. Her professional experiences include 

being a K-12 general supervisor, a project director, a NC State Department of Public Instruction consultant, and a 

classroom teacher. 

 

REMINDER TO CHAPTER 
PRESIDENTS: 

 

The form for listing Commit-   
tee Chairmen was due July 1.  
Have you sent yours in?  
 
Betty Marshall, President  
marshall4003@bellsouth.net 
Ellen Gragg - Eta Executive 
Secretary:  
gragg@rocketmail.com 

Need an idea for a program?  
 
Ellen Midkiff, Eta State World 

Fellowship Chairman  is eager to 

visit chapters :  ñAfter my twenty 

minute presentation, you r chapter  

will know what World F ellowshi p is 

all about and why we must support 
the  work of this program.ò 

mailto:jsyelverton@rocketmail.com
mailto:marshall4003@bellsouth.net
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Linda has been a DKG member since 1990. She was initiated into Beta Eta and transferred to Alpha Psi when she and her 

husband moved to New Bern. Sheôs been chairmen of several chapter and state committees; sheôs served as chapter  

 

president, a regional director, convention chairman, and represents NC as the Educational Foundation liaison. She also 

served as second vice president and is now first vice president. She attended the Golden Gift Leadership Management 

Seminar in 2006. She has attended numerous state conventions, SE conferences, and International conventions. She finds 

this very rewarding and invigorating as she networks with ñsistersò across the US and abroad. 

 

Linda has served on the NC Teaching Fellows Commission since its inception in 1986 as the governorôs appointee. This 

gives her an opportunity to work with universities to make improvements in the way they prepare young people to go into 

teaching. She recently has been asked to serve on a special Public School Forum Study Group to help frame 

recommendations that could impact education across the state. 

 

Linda and her husband, Craig, have been married for 45 years. All three of her children are in educational-related fields 

and her five grandchildren are the ñlove of her life.ò She enjoys singing with her family, in her church choir, and playing 

hand bells. 

 

Barbara Perry-Sheldon holds three degrees from Appalachian State and a doctorate from the University of 

Georgia.  She has worked as an elementary teacher, a reading resource teacher, and a college professor during 

her 40 years in education. She retired from North Carolina Wesleyan College in 2009 and works parttime at 

Appalachian State.  She has served Eta State as a vice-president and chairman of several committees; currently, 

she is the chairman of  the Personnel Committee. She attended the DKG Golden Gift Seminar in 1999 and has 

attended many regional meetings as well as international meetings of the Society.  She is active in other 

professional organizations and currently serves as secretary of the North Carolina Reading Association. 

 
Pat Taylor has written:  ñI hold a BS degree in Music Education from Atlantic Christian College (now Barton 

College) in Wilson, NC. I recently graduated from Boston University with a Masters of Music in Music Education. I am a 

2003 National Board Certified Teacher in Early/Middle Childhood Music and will begin my twenty-ninth year of teaching 

elementary general music (grades K-5) at Rock Ridge Elementary in Wilson, NC this year. I have been in church music 

for over thirty years and am presently the musician at West Nash UMC in Wilson where I co-conduct and accompany a 

choir of thirty members.  

 

ñI served as the Eta State Music Representative in 2003 and coordinated and participated in the music for the 2003 SE 

Regional Conference at the Sheraton Hotel Research Triangle Park. I have served as the conductor for the Eta State 

Convention choir. I am a composer and arranger, having written songs which include a song for past Eta State President 

Carroll Harrell, performed by the Eta State Convention choir, and a song for the 2006 Golden Gift class. I have presented  

workshops to chapters all over North Carolina and at an Eta State Convention. The workshop is entitled "Music and 

Wellness" and includes the use of balloons, slinkies, dancing, and scarves.  
 

ñMusic engulfs our soul and allows us to feel, express, embrace, and communicate ideas in ways that can be understood 

by everyone. Together, through song, we will be "Embracing Our Vison and Designing Our Future" in the next biennium! 

See you in New York in 2012!ò  In sisterhood, Pat Taylor, Chairman, Eta State Scholarship Committee (and proud past 

recipient of an Eta Scholarship)  

 

 

Eta Website Up-dated 
 
Peruse the Eta website and see the new look. There are Links to the Action Plan, the criteria for  
Chapter of Excellence  Awards, a nomination form for a state officer. 
 
On the left of the home page, besides the mission statement, the purpose, and Eta history, a click 
away are the calendar, the president’s page, the most recently published Eta State NEWS and Eta 
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 Data,  state officers and leaders, committee  
information, forms, state Rules and By-laws,  
links to chapter websites, Eta National Board   
teachers, and directions to Headquarters. 
 
Meanwhile, Eta State has dropped from fourth to fifth  
place in number of websites linked to International.   
One major goal for the Communications Committee  
that is a part of the Eta State Action Plan is to  
establish ten new websites during the biennium. 
 

Webmaster Beth Winstead has a word of caution to  
chapters about their choice of host:  “I really encourage  
chapters to use the International’s hosting service.  If  
their webmaster moves, quits, drops off the earth, they  
can recover their page.  If they host it with someone’s  
school or personal web space, it may become  
inaccessible.” 

 
News Alert – September 15 deadline to Apply to Speaker’s Fund 

 
The International Speakers Fund (ISF) Committee is seeking applications for members to participate in this 

program. An interactive Speakerôs Application Form is available on the Web site as a download. These 

applications must be returned by e-mail attachment to International Headquarters at isfapp@dkg.org by 

September 15. 

  

Established in 1984, ISF facilitates exchange of Society speakers among member countries and helps unite 

women educators of the world. The ISF Committee selects speakers from among the applicants. ISF speakers 

went to Maine and Costa Rica in 2010. 

  

Please share this information with members. 

  

Corlea S. Plowman 

Executive Director 

 

Eta Data, September 15: 
 

Because this issue is so lengthy, the September 15  
 Eta Data will include: 
 
1)  the Communication Committee goals for 2010-2011  
 from the Eta State Action Plan,  
2)  the newsletter guidelines on the website,  
3)  any more up-dates on the Elon meeting, and  
4) any announcements from Eta committees. 
 

        

Members of the Eta State 

Communications Committee 

 

Sylvia Eaglin (Chi), Chairman 

Wanda Love (Alpha Lambda) 

Missey Weaver (Gamma Delta) 

Beth Winstead (Beta Alpha),   

        Eta State Webmaster 

Carroll Harrell (Delta Zeta) Eta          

        State NEWS Editor 

Share your chapter newsletters: 

 
Newsletters are to be sent routinely to the 
following four people:   Betty Marshall - Eta 
President, Carroll Harrell ð Eta State News 
editor, Sylvia Eaglin - Eta Communications 
Chairman, and your regional director.   See 
the yellow pages for email addresses.  
 
Do not forget to send them on to the leaders 
of your region, too. 
 
Editors/Presidents:  within a week from 
your sending the newsletter, please 
email me if you have not yet received an 
emailed confirmation of its arrival.  
Sylvia 

    
 

mailto:isfapp@dkg.org

