Tau State Special Summer Meeting

June 24, 2009

Perkin's Restaurant, Waite Park, MN

 

Members present:  Cory Peters, Phyllis VanBuren, Kathy Patton, Barb Whiting, Betty Hendricksen, Dianna Brusven, Jan Sorell, Carolyn Garven, Rosalie Huston, Susan Stokke, Sandi Ekstam, Stephanine Martin

 

President Cory Peters called the meeting to order.  We then introduced ourselves and shared our goals for Tau state in the next biennium.  Membership was the dominant theme.  One recommendation was to encourage chapter presidents to delegate more responsibilities and involve more memberships--developing their leadership skills.  

 

The fall meeting of the Executive Board will be Saturday, October 3rd, in central Minnesota.  At that meeting the state will be divided into five regions.  The goal is to be geographically inclusive and equitable.

 

According to our revised By-laws, the Program committee is to meet at all state meetings.  Between meetings, the members are encouraged to maintain correspondence via email.

 

Standing Rules still need to be reviewed by the By-Laws Committee.

 

The North Stars News summer issue was sent electronically to all chapter presidents who were to send them to all chapter members with email.  Chapter presidents are to print copies for members who do not have access to email

 

A lengthy discussion followed about recruiting a new editor or team to assume responsibilities for the North Star News.  Cory will again call persons whose names she had received.  Kathy Patton volunteered to serve as a reporter, specifically with ideas about membership.  Jan Sorell agreed to serve as photographer.  The possibility of featuring each chapter once per biennium was also discussed.

 

President Peters announced the following Executive Board meetings for the next year:

Fall                  October 3, 2009                      St. Cloud

Winter             February 6, 2010                     Spring Lake Park

Spring              April 24, 2010                         Tau State Conference-Crown Plaza Minneapolis North

 

Tau State Conference will be April 23-25, 2010.  (www.minneapolisnorthhotel.com).  There will be a program on Friday evening but no board meeting. The board meeting is tentatively scheduled for Saturday morning at 8:15-10:00 am.  The hotel rate is $69.00 for up to 4 persons per room.

 

In addition to the state conference, chapters may be able to award CEU units if programs meet the criteria set by local school districts.  The Minnesota Department of Education sets the criteria for the CEUs.  Programming and leaderships topics may meet the criteria.

 

The Data Base Manager would like to have a printer available at state meetings.  Another option would be for committee chairs to bring flash drives and download the requested data at those meetings.

 

The $20 fee per chapter to support grants-in-aid is to be continued.  Checks are to be sent to the state treasurer.

 

The plan is to send only one print copy of the North Star News per year.  The issue to be considered is the possibility of having a bulk mailing permit if there is only one mailing per year.

 

Given the loss of chapters, there is a need to review assignments for upcoming conferences/conventions.  It was determined that we will celebrate the birthday luncheon at the conferences and the Founders at the conventions.  There will be a Ceremony of Remembrance every year.

 

Currently there are 25 active chapters in Tau State.

 

The 2nd Vice President will meet with each chapter at regional teas to discuss "Chapter Fitness."  This will be a way to determine in advance if intervention is needed to avoid dissolution of a chapter.

 

The directory will continue to be published.  The Data Base Manager will update and maintain the information.  The publication of the yearbook is under consideration.  The directory will be ready for the October meeting.  Stephanie will check on the possibility of providing (or selling) flash drives with the information to avoid the printing costs.

 

Diane Larsen will collect programming ideas.

 

President Peters would like to visit each chapter within the next two years.  She already has several confirmed invitations.

 

The meeting adjourned and attendees ordered lunch and continued networking.

 

Minutes submitted by

Phyllis E. VanBuren, 1st Vice President, Tau State 

