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Presidentôs Message 

Wow, what a year I have had!  It has been an amazing ride starting with my 

installation ceremony in Grand Rapids, state president training at the Northeast 

Regional Conference in Vermont, Fall Conference in Livonia, and ending with the 

State Convention in Traverse City.  I will be attending the International Convention in 

Spokane, Washington in July.  In between these events I have had the opportunity to 

visit Mu Chapterôs ReMunion, Cascades Coordinating Council, Epsilon Chapter, 

Northern Lights Coordinating Council, Capital Coordinating Council, Gamma Theta 

Chapterôs 10th Anniversary, Metro Coordinating Council, Alpha Pi Chapter, Alpha Xi 

Chapter, and Alpha Phi Chapterôs 50th Anniversary.  Between hotel site visitations and 

meetings with conference/convention chairs, my theme song should be ñOn the Road 

Again!ò  Visiting the chapters and meeting with dedicated Delta Kappa Gamma 

women around the state has been the part of my role as State President that has been 

truly enjoyable.  I have seen firsthand that Michiganôs DKG members hold the key to 

service, sharing, sisterhood and scholarship. 

I want to thank the outgoing Chapter presidents for their hard work and dedication to 

DKG during past year.  I would like to extend greetings to the incoming Chapter 

presidents who have accepted the torch of leadership.    I hope the next two years will 

be filled with excitement, enthusiasm, and collaboration for you.  Enlist the help of 

your members in planning to keep your chapter active and vital.  Become creative in 

terms of membership.  Reach out to non-traditional educators, write letters asking 

principals to recommend educators for membership, publicize meetings in local media, 

offer SBCEU credit for meetings, encourage guests to attend, and mentor new 

teachers; thus grooming them for membership.  I look forward to getting to know you 

and working with you during your biennium.  iIf you have questions or concerns.,I am 

only a call or e-mail away.  A big thanks to the Executive Board for making our first 

combined executive board and general membership meeting run efficiently.  I offer a 

huge shout out to each of you who helped to make the state convention at the Grand 

Traverse Resort and Spa a success.  We had a weekend filled with wonderful sessions, 

excellent food, and inspiring speakers. 

        Continued on page 2  
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International Convention 

DKGôs International Convention will be held from July 20 - 24, 2010 

in Spokane, Washington.  There are a variety of excursions and 

workshop offerings in Spokane.  We will be voting on the proposed 

constitution and bylaws changes at convention.  If you are planning 

on attending, remember we need to sit together in the designated 

Michigan section during the business meeting 

Bay City Fall Conference  

Twenty-first century Bay City is a living testament to the vision, 

creativity and hard work of the pioneering people who lived, worked 

and played here.  Please consider joining us in Bay City at The 

Doubletree Hotel - Riverfront for our Fall Conference on October 15 - 

16, 2010.  The hotel is located just two miles east of I-75 on the east 

bank of the Saginaw River.  Olive Horning and the Program of Work 

Chairs have planned interesting and valuable sessions that will be of 

interest to everyone.  Come early and enjoy Bay Cityôs charm.  The 

DoubleTree Hotel is steps from the Riverwalk, unique specialty 

shops, antique stores, eateries and pubs. The friendly, helpful hotel 

staff looks forward to welcoming DKG with their special, signature 

warm chocolate-chip cookie at check-in.  I hope to see you there.  

Relax and rest during the summer.  Come back this fall revitalized 

and ready to make a difference in your classroom, your community, 

and your chapter.  I look forward to seeing you and your chapter 

members in Bay City.  
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WEAR YOUR PIN  WITH  PRIDE  

R 
emember we need to carry on with past 

traditions, but continue to look forward 

to meet new challenges.  Each of us who 

joins DKG has the same opportunities for 

Service, Sharing, Sisterhood, and Scholarship.  

  We ALL  hold the key. 
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        Chapter Presidentôs and Membership Chairs 
It is very important that the chapters send  Form 6 immediately following the death of a 

chapter member. No Information can be shared in  The Wolverine until this form is 

received. 

There are many members whose deaths are observed in chapter  newsletters but the 

editor cannot list then in The Wolverine until Form 6 is sent by the chapter to : 

Lynne Elsesser (Gamma Alpha)  

20440 Lexington Blvd. 

Northville, MI   48167 

248-348-0335 

elsessl2@wowway.com 

A Special Welcome  
to Alpha Iota State Initiates  

Mu 

Mrs. Chloe DePew* 

Omicron 

Mrs. Linda Dean 

Alpha Xi  

Mrs. Teresa I. Bellows 

Mrs. Kimberly J. Cardwell 

Kathleen Hubbard 

Mrs. Robyn M. Miller 

Alpha Rho 

Ms. Linda C. Babich 

Mrs. Sara P. Dansky 

Beta Kappa 

Kristy Brand Motz 

Mrs. Delphine Adrianna Defever 

Gamma Beta 

Susan E. Fischer 

Sara F. Smith 

Gamma Eta 

Mrs. Jill L. Kwiatkowski 

Ms. Pam K. McCabe 

Mrs. Joey M. Miller 

Gamma Theta 

Mrs. Dana L. Garzella 

Miss Michelle D. McGuigan 

Mrs. Ellen L. Winter 
 

* Reinstated            H Honorary 

Thirty First Timers  Attend Spring Convention  

The membership committee prepares small gift bags for members who are 

attending a State Convention for the first time.  This year there were thirty 

members who were first timers. in Traverse City. 

Judy Albrecht    Beta Tau Sanilac County 

Lisa Austin      Gamma Alpha Livonia/Westland 

Laurie Bone      Alpha Omega Flint Area 

Judith Buffenbarger     Gamma Beta Flint Area 

Nancy DeCaire     Delta Marquette Area 

Pat Eppley      Alpha Zeta St.Clair/Port Huron 

Dorene Finer      Beta Eta Farmington, Farmington Hills 

Rita Gorang      Mu Flint Area 

Pamela Husson      Gamma Alpha Livonia/Westland 

Linda Ichesco      Beta Ypsilanti/Ann Arbor 

Nancy Jewett      Zeta Detroit Area 

Vickie Keegstra      Phi Traverse City Area 

Sarah Kemppainen     Delta Marquette Area 

Patricia Lahaie      Gamma Eta Cheboygan Area 

Karen McClatchey     Phi Traverse City Area 

Pamela Mincher     Beta Eta Farmington, Farmington Hills 

Mary Oram      Gamma Hillsdale/Branch Co. 

Deanne Orlando     Beta Eta Farmington, Farmington Hills 

Carol Osterling      Beta Ypsilanti/Ann Arbor 

Carol Palk      Gamma Alpha Livonia/Westland 

Susan Reasner      Beta Phi Tawas City Area 

Karen Seitz      Beta Eta Farmington, Farmington Hills 

Linda Simpson      Upsilon Charlotte/Grand Ledge 

Debby Smith      Beta Eta Farmington, Farmington Hills 

Janet Smoak      Alpha Xi Alpena Area 

Kay Tebo     Gamma Eta Cheboygan Area 

Roberta VanderBreggen  Beta Omicron Holland/Jenison Area 

Lois Weed     Alpha Epsilon Sturgis Area 

Ann Wheeler-Carlson    Alpha Omicron Bloomfield Hills/Birmingham 

Patricia Wittler     Delta Marquette Area 



 

Membership 

White Roses in Memoriam  
 

Margaret Masteller - Beta Alpha 

Margaret ñMegò Masteller, a Tracy, Minnesota native, graduated 

from Tracy High School, St. Cloud State University and 

Northwestern University. After teaching Second Grade for three 

years in Minnesota, she married and moved to Michigan where 

she spent 22 years teaching music in the Lakeview School 

District of Battle Creek, retiring in 1985. An active member of 

Beta Alpha for almost 33 years, Meg served on several chapter 

committees, as well as the State Music Committee. Besides her 

focus on her family and education, she was a member of her 

church council and many committees, as well as singing in the 

choir. November 30, 1924-January 10, 2010 

Kaye A. Clarke - Alpha Tau 
 

Born in Sault Ste. Marie, Kaye graduated from Tahquamenon 

Area Schools, attended Michigan State University and received 

her BA from Northern Michigan University. After her marriage 

she taught school in Skandia, Strongs, Trout Lake and Brimley 

where, when she retired, she was the Special Programs 

Coordinator. Through her efforts, the Brimley Area Schools 

became a leader in using technology to improve education.  As 

her sisters in Alpha Tau have said, this 27 year member was 

always on the go and ready to tackle anything.  Besides chairing 

several committees, she enjoyed coming to meetings, being with 

friends and sharing herself and her experiences. This avid reader, 

people person and animal lover served as Chippewa Township 

Clerk.  She was active in DKG and in her church.  Kaye was a 

War Memorial Hospital volunteer and served in 4-H, United 

Way, Chippewa Lions Club, Eastern Star, Alpha Beta Kappa 

Sorority, and MARSP.  And was an EMT for the Hulbert 

Chippewa Township Ambulance Corps. 

November 22, 1942 - February 14, 2010 

Alice H. Gernant-Epsilon 

A lifelong resident of Kalamazoo, Alice graduated from Central 

High School, earned her bachelor's degree at Western Michigan 

University (then Western State Teachers College) followed by 

her master's degree at the University of Michigan in 1945. 

Starting in the Fennville Public Schools in 1941, she taught 

music to elementary students for 38 years until retiring from the 

Kalamazoo Public Schools. She also taught music methods in 

WMU's Music of Retired School Personnel, participated in the 

Music Educators National Conference, Michigan and National 

Education Associations, Community Concert Association, the 

Thursday Morning Musicale, and the Committee to Save the East 

Campus. She loved to read, attend the theater and  travel with her 

sister.  

September 10, 1921-March 13, 2010 

They lived and brought a bit of beauty, 

love, and faith.  Now their lives will 

ever be reflected in our hearts 
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Edith A. Ash - Gamma 

Born in Osseo, Edith graduated from Osseo High School in 

1932, Hillsdale College in 1936, and taught high school 

English, French, and history in several Hillsdale County schools 

including Allen, North Adams and Reading. Edith's passions in 

life were love for her family; learning and teaching anything in 

the humanities, including English language arts, music, French 

and history; genealogy; traveling and farming. In her retirement 

she focused on genealogy, writing many of the biographical 

pieces about people with roots in Hillsdale County found in 

Volumes I and II of ñ150 Years in the Hills and Dalesò in 1976, 

as well as a family genealogy book, ñThe Reynolds Pioneering 

Chronicles: New York and Southern Michiganò (1995), 

collaborating with her cousin Gay Wojtowicz.  Monographs 

Edith published include: ñMichigan Literary Landmarks 

Monograph One: A Literary History of Mackinac 

Islandò (1973); ñLingering Shadows of the Fleur De 

Lisò (1975); ñWafting Winds of the Revolution in Michigan 

Literatureò (1976) and ñMiss Big Fiddle: The Saga of Burky of 

Superior View Lodge at Deer Park, Michiganò (1980).  

Edith also played piano and organ for her church, was a life-

long member of her college music sorority, Sigma Alpha Iota at 

Hillsdale College and actively participated in the Hillsdale 

County Historical Society.  Initiated into Gamma Chapter of 

DKG in 1961, Edith served on various committees and 

remained an active member of the Society for nearly 50 years. 

April 16, 1915-April 1, 2010 

 

Mildred J. Godfrey -Alpha Xi  

Born in Spratt, MI on her motherôs family farm, Mildred 

eventually attended Hillman High School, graduated from 

Montmorency County Normal and received her BA degree from 

Central Michigan University.  She then married and, with her 

husband, began raising their family. Mildred taught school for 

38 years, first in many Montmorency County one-room schools 

and later in elementary schools in Hillman. Initiated as an 

honorary member into Alpha Xi chapter of Delta Kappa 

Gamma, she was part of the society for almost 18 years.  She 

and her husband Don had the Don Godfrey Orchestra, playing at 

many events throughout the area.  A member of MARSP and of 

the VFW #2356 Womenôs Auxiliary, she was a musician for the 

State and Regional VFW Auxiliary, as well as being the 

organist at St. Augustine Catholic Church for over 40 years.                                                                                                                           

February 22, 1923 - March 30, 2010 
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Elizabeth M. Higbee  - Omega 

A Detroit native and Charter member of Omega Chapter, 

Elizabeth "Betty" M. Higbee obtained her Bachelor and 

Masterôs in Education from Wayne State University in 

Detroit.  In 1952 she was a charter member of Omega 

Chapter, serving as its first president.  She served at the 

state level as Recording Secretary and Membership Chair. 

An active chapter member, she later served as 1st Vice-

president, Membership Chair, and on other committees 

during her 58 years with DKG. She will certainly be 

missed in the Mt. Clemens School District where, for 40 

years, she taught all subjects K-8 and served as a school 

administrator at Alexander Macomb School, retiring in 

1982. As a lifelong member of First United Methodist 

Church in Mount Clemens, she was active with the Altar 

Guild. An ardent volunteer, she served on the Macomb 

County Board of Family Services and at Mt. Clemens 

General Hospital. Her nephew was quoted as saying ñShe 

was dedicated to helping others, it was never about 

herself.ò A co-worker lauded Betty for teaching her all the 

good things about teaching and taking care of the whole 

child, one of many glowing tributes to this fine woman. A 

generous contributor to causes she believed in, Betty was a 

supporter of over forty different charities. 

March 7, 1919ðApril 15, 2010  

 

Nancy Langs Ticknor - Alpha Zeta 

Born in her grandmother's house on Elk Street, Nancy 

Langs Ticknor graduated in the January 1955 class of Port 

Huron High School. She then attended Port Huron Junior 

College and Eastern Michigan University graduating with 

a Bachelor's and Master's in Education and Library 

Science. Nancy was an elementary school teacher and 

middle school librarian in the Port Huron Area Schools for 

many years. She joined Alpha Zeta in 1989 and was an 

active and dedicated member, serving on World 

Fellowship and Legislative committees. Nancy and her 

husband of over 50 years battled her scleroderma for forty 

years with the support of their daughters, and other family, 

co-workers and friends, as well as members of their 

church. Among her many tributes, one woman, now the 

Head of Reference Services at the University of Arkansas, 

credited Nancy and two other women as the reasons for 

her choosing to become a librarian. 

April 1937 - May 15, 2010  

 

WOMEN IN THE ARTS  
Friday, October 22 ï Sunday, October 24, 2010 

Arrival 4:00 PM or later thru 10:30 AM Sunday 

Ralph McMullan Conference Center, Higgins Lake 

Roscommon, Michigan 

(517) 821 ï 6200 

REGISTRATION FORM  

Deadline September 1, 2010 (or until full) 

Name_________________________________________________ 

 

Address_______________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip __________________________________________ 

Chapter ___________________Phone_______________________ 

Email____________________________________  ____________ 

Roommate Preference ______________________ _____________ 

$130.00 ï Lodging and 4 meals  (due to increase by the Center) 

$17.00 -  Friday Night Dinner ï 5:30 PM - 6:15 PM (optional)  

     Friday dinner choice ______Chicken  ______Shrimp 

In September you will receive a communication listing activities 

and other pertinent information about the weekend. 

Make check payable to: DELTA KAPPA GAMMA 

Send to: Ranae Beyerlein  

  19930 Frazho  

  St. Clair Shores, MI  48081 

                   (586) 718 ï 5076    rbeyerlein@ameritech.net  

Cancellation Date:  October 1, 2010 to guarantee a full refund 

Would you be willing to present an activity?__________________ 

If so what one?_________________________________________ 

 

Women in the Arts Retreat 

Please join us for WOMEN IN THE ARTS   The magic 

is realizing that those who say that they aren't artistic 

return home from WITA weekend with beautiful art 

work. The magic is that you believe in yourself, explore 

projects with your peers, and that you are a student of 

your peers. The magic of friendship just happens.  All I know is that 

that feeling of purpose and love are overwhelming. The laughter is 

contagious. The form for this yearôs retreat is below. 

mailto:rbeyerlein@ameritech.net
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On a lovely June 7th evening, State 

President Jackie Smart and I joined 

Alpha Phi Chapter at the Edsel & 

Eleanor Ford House in Grosse 

Pointe Shores to celebrate their 

chapterôs 50th birthday.  The setting was park 

like, the food delicious and the company 

gracious and welcoming.  Chapter President and 

guide,  Barb Samra, introduced us to charter 

members Norma Accivatti and Mildred Kelly 

who have great DKG stories and Barbara 

Souve, from Omega, their chapterôs 

sponsor.  Past state president, Dr. Betty 

Brogan,  spoke to the group of memories of the 

60ôs, engaging chapter projects through the 

decades, such as cookbooks and pillow case 

dresses, and leadership opportunities in the 

society.  She and past state president, Dr. Betsey 

Cooper, shared their personal scrapbooks of 

their respective bienniums.  We also celebrated 

the installation of a  new slate of incoming 

Alpha Phi officers who are looking forward to 

their own biennium.   

Jackie brought greetings from the state and 

encouraged chapter growth, visible community 

projects, and stressed the importance 

of  attracting and learning from younger chapter 

members.  

Happy 50th Birthday Alpha Phi! 

Alpha Xi Chapter Visit  

On May 18th,  State President Jackie Smart and 

I attended the May dinner meeting of Alpha Xi 

at the Riverôs Edge Golf Course in Alpena.  We 

couldnôt have asked for better weather or 

company.  Four new members were initiated 

and a new slate of chapter officers was installed.  

Jackie brought greetings from the state and 

spoke of recent changes in the society and 

challenges for the future.  She encouraged 

participation in state and international events.   

We were treated to a computer slide show of 

Alpha Xi members at the recent state conference 

in Traverse City, met young teachers at the start 

of their journey and a 95 year old who never 

misses this annual event.  Our Hostess Sharron 

LaHaie and President Joy Shoemaker and their 

chapter made us feel welcome.  The chapter 

shares a rich legacy of community service and 

sisterhood. 

Travels with Jackie 
  Fran Saenz Visitation Chair 

Alpha Phi Chapter representing East Detroit, Public  and Roseville Schools 

celebrated their 50th Birthday with many reflective memories.  

State Visitations  

If your chapter would like a visit from our State President or any state officer or 

chairman, please complete an official state visit request form (found on the state 

web site) and mail it to me. Fran Saenz, 17269 Vacri Lane, Livonia MI 48152.  

REMEMBER:  Any chapter may have ONE visit during the current  state 

presidentôs biennium  July,2009 - July, 2011. 

Professional Affairs Committee 

I hope that all of you who attended the state convention found some interesting 

sessions to attend.  There was certainly a good variety to choose from. You may 

also have found some ideas for your chapter programs for the coming year.   

The state program committee is busy now planning sessions for the fall       

workshop in Bay City.  It looks like another exciting choice of sessions for all to 

choose from.  I will need several presiders and scribes.  I so hope to find DKG 

members willing to volunteer for an hour as they attend the workshop, 

and  the sessions of interest to them.  I look forward to seeing lots of members in 

Bay City and hope that we have plenty of volunteers. 
Submitted by Nina Keener, Professional Affairs Chairman 

scakee@aol.com   248-362-1627 


