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Fall Conference:  
Expanding our Horizons: Making a Difference  

focuses on State/Community Service in Connecticut  

Journey House  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Christy Calkins,  working for 
Natchaug Hospital, represented  
Journey House where she now 
serves as Assistant Program Director.  
Journey House is a residential  
program for adolescent females who 
are in the Connecticut juvenile justice  
system and who may also have a 

(Continued on page 3) 

Diaper Bank  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   The Diaper Bank, (TDB),  created in 
2004, provides over 200,000 free  
diapers monthly to families in New  
Haven, Hartford and Bridgeport.  
Social worker and founder, Joanne 
Goldblum , not only works with over 
60 agencies to see that free diapers 
get widely distributed to infants and  

(Continued on page 3) 

Girls State  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 Laurel Girls State program has 
offered high school juniors hands-on   
experiences and government  
participation for over 60 years.  
Susan Larsen , director for the past 
nine years, represents the American 
Legion Auxiliary. The major goals for 
the 180 participants are to learn the 
political process, acquire leadership 

(Continued on page 3) 

2010-2012 Incoming Chapter Presidents, Treasurers,  
Membership Chairs, Program Chairs, Communication Chairs. . . . .  
 The Alpha Kappa State Leadership Conference is scheduled for  

Saturday, June 26th!!  
    Place to be determined.  
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Donna Chaney  
and Carol Kraus  

 
  
 
 I am writing this on the last day in November before the cold winter winds bring 
thoughts of warmer days to come.  Our successful Fall Conference has come and left us 
all with some eye-opening presentations and the knowledge that we can and do make a  
difference. Those attending the conference also had the opportunity to browse our own 
mini info fair.  They saw and heard first hand from fellow members about their chapters' 
social advocacy projects. Throughout the pages of this Keynote you will read about the  
presentations and find out how you and your chapters can continue to make a mark on the 
lives of the people in our communities.   I also have had the pleasure this Fall of visiting 
many of our chapters and participating in their fellowship, initiations, birthday celebrations 
and spirited discussions.  I came away feeling once again the honor of being a member of 
our wonderful society and the desire to share that honor with others.  How about you?  I'm 
sure you know many talented educators who would make excellent members.  Why not 
ask them to join?  Help them to find a "home with us." 

 Enjoy the pleasures and beauty of the season. Looking forward to seeing you soon,    
                 

                    Carol 

Carolõs 

Corner 
Discover and Explore           Ideas into Action  

  

Alpha Kappa State Gets óBuzzingô  
 

 With the encouragement and direction of the International Communications Committee, Alpha Kappa State has been 
hopping on the ñCreate the Buzzò band wagon to promote our Society through a variety of sources and chapter  
endeavors. Through her Chapter Presidentôs Page, International President Dr. Carolyn Rants  provides frequent  
suggestions, such as creating personal and chapter elevator speeches and sending her newspaper releases of chapter 
events, service projects and member accomplishments to put in her personal scrapbook. In her November/December 
issue she encourages chapters to assign a chapter óweb watcherô to bring back to chapter members the latest news from 
International, such as the November 27, 2009 installation of Panama, the newest country to join The Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society International. 
 The Communications Committee provides monthly tips to state and local chapters on the International website  
along with other ñCreate the Buzzò suggestions. Other good ideas can be found in the Readership Express.  Two new 
brochures were introduced at each of the Regional Conferences this past summer which are for new members and  
prospective members to offer women educators updated information about our professional organization. Alpha Kappa 
State presidents have sample copies and can order these brochures free of charge from the official International Order 
Form, and paying only a small shipping and handling fee.  They are You & Us and One & All. Do encourage your  
chapter president to order some of these brochures so that you may share them with interested educators and other 
community professionals. 
 Alpha Kappa State chapters, through their Presidents and Communication Chairs, have been challenged to come up 
with new ideas to help disseminate more information about Delta Kappa Gamma to a variety of people. Ideas include to 
create a newsletter, distribute the latest copy to school faculty rooms and public libraries, create a chapter website,  
feature accomplishments of chapter members more often in local newspapers and let people know about the many  
contributions you make in the name of worthy projects and the grants you provide to high school and college women 
entering the field of education. So many creative ways are waiting to be explored!!! 
 What will YOU do to help Create the Buzz?    
                 Judy Cody  
                 Alpha Kappa State Communications Chair  

Welcome to Panamaðthe 17th 

country of DKG and the 

21st state organization! 
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Fall Conference 

mental health disorder.  Approximately 
13 girls receive a variety of treatment 
programs where the mission is to build 
healthy relationships and participate in 
meaningful activities. A major goal is 
to help these 6-12 month  
residents to reclaim their future by  
regaining/developing confidence and 
self esteem. A clinical team of  
teachers and therapists plan and  
implement individual programs that 
include academics, life skills, field trips 
into the community for socialization 
and introduction to the world of work. 
 Several agencies provide support 
to the girls and the Journey House 
program.  Several Delta Kappa 
Gamma women volunteer their time, 
skills and support through activities,  
such as, music lessons, knitting 
classes, tutoring, enhancing computer 
skills, life skills and providing activities 
for the girls within the community.   
Future visions for the program include 
providing more skills for daily living, 
computer skills for job searches 
and offering mentoring programs.  
Alpha Kappa State members may  
contact Christy  at 1-860-456-1311 for 
more information about volunteer  
service to Journey House.  

(Continued from page 1) Journey House 

children living in poverty, she now  
advocates for policy reform so that 
diapers are included in the definition of 
and provision for ñbasic human needsò 
of families. Her goal is to bring wide-
spread awareness to the fact that poor 
families do not automatically get free 
diapers. Mothers who cannot  
provide diapers for their young at day 
care centers, cannot be available to 
the work force or to further their  
education, thus compounding the 
problem within society. Joanne   
encourages donations for the  
provision of free diapers but also 
seeks volunteers that will support her 
attempts to get federal support . She is 
working with Alpha Kappa State  
Honorary Member Representative 
Rosa DiLauro, to implement a policy 
change. Contact Joanne at The  
Diaper Bank (TDB)  P.O Box 9017, 
New Haven, CT. 06532,  
phone; 1-203-9343ï7009. 
   

(Continued from page 1) Diaper Bank 

qualities and gain better preparation 
for the college experience by learning 
by doing. The program is held at  
Eastern Connecticut State University 
the last week in June at a cost of $250 
per girl and focuses first on town  
government and then moves into state 
government. State legislators make 
visitations to Girls State and help  
participants write a political platform 
and design bills.  The learning  
experience is often referred to as ña 
week of the future.ò Individual 
strengths become both discovered 
and learned, and the experience often 
leads to lifelong participation in  
government.  To consider sponsoring 
a junior girl to Laurel Girls State,  
contact Susan Larson through  
Omicron Chapter President Arlene 
Clancy . 

(Continued from page 1)  Lauren Girls State 

Curriculum of Hope for a Peaceful  
World Committee display  

Membership Committee display  

Conference speakersô summary  
submitted by  
Judy Cody,  

Alpha Kappa State Communications 


