ﬁ‘ m/g@ A Curriculum of Hope for a Peaceful World

[ )

A\
gf Newsletter

FOR A PEACEFUL WORLD
NEWLETTER

VOLUME XXIlII
ISSUE |
WINTER 2009

What an exciting time to be alive! We enter the year 2009 with feelings of great hope because of a growing global awak-
ening by much of mankind that all life is interconnected. We need to be concerned for all of us and for our planet. It is
encouraging that global consciousness is embracing concepts like hope, unity, respect, compassion, cooperation, trust,
commitment and action. There is a groundswell of concern and caring.

Oh yes, | know we are presently in a painful, potentially paralyzing financial crisis, partly due to irresponsibility and lack of
over-sight on the part of many. It is a time of uncertainty and volatility in our personal lives and our plight may get a whole
lot worse before it gets better. But we cannot afford to be overwhelmed by daily devastating facts and figures that predict

a Abottoming outo yet to come. T-Wriaging amd worrying havemever aczasnelished g h t
anything. Do not despair! President-e| ect Barack Obama reminds all of us that
ing forward with hope. Letds all spend our time and edf ol
i mportant. Depending on how each one of wus thinkVWhaands aca
risky is to accept things as they are instead of working for what could be.o Barack Obama

People of good will everywhere are being called upon to care and share, to unite and work to develop a better future world

for all. Pope Benedict XVI urges us to join in fAauthent:i
financial institutions world-wide are working together with great cooperation, and are devising creative stop-gap and long-

term measures to provide relief and impetus for improvements. Suddenly we are acutely aware of just how interconnected

and interdependent all of humanity has become. f | know we dondt have to agree with
get her . There is no need for us to be | oi nMadareaWhedtléyeauttoe a d .

Prophecy from elders all over the world reminds us it is our hearts that will save us in these strong times.
Nothing else can protect us. What better practice then, than to meditate upon scenes that make our

hearts | eap. First we must notice these O6courages©o, t
ings toward good. Doing this, we make albums in our minds we can turn to anytime to fine tune ourselves
and keep our hearts supple. Maggie Davis,

NEIGHBORCARE Newsletter #40, September 2008

Please believe in the infinite possibilities for peace in our world. Understand that peace often happens in simple events,
remote places and in many small ways. There is so much to be done and we all can be involved. The thought is exhilarat-

i ng! Throughout this issue you wild/l read about a sampl i
goodod on many different probl ems, |l arge and small, taking
survive and thrive.

Be aware of your personal power as a force for peace. Be involved in the

solutions. Bring awareness and Kknov
\ \ ‘ / y students to offer them the privilege of helping in some way to improve our
\ A > d habitat and the lives of others. Children of all ages can be involved and
are capable of collectively having a huge impact. Involvement fosters

hope and feelings of inclusion and self-worth.

May this new year, with its weighty challenges, be a time of faith in your
abilities, pride in your actions, and peace in your hearts and homes.
Blessings on all that you do.

Jeanne Morascini
Founder
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January 18: World Religion Day
The day emphasizes that the religions of the world must strive for unity among
people. www.worldreligionday.org
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January 19: Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service >
This federal holiday honors Reverend Kingdés I|ife and
unity, and community service. Ideas, projects and activities for teaching about Martin Luther King can be found at

www.mlkday.org and at www.teachingheart.net/happymlkbooks.html.

January 26: Lunar Chinese New Year

To celebrate the major holiday, people clean their homes, buy new shoes and clothing, get new haircuts, and hold a
New Year dinner that celebrates family ties. 2009 is the Year of the Ox. Printable Chinese folktales can be found at
http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/chinese-new-year/short-stories/

January 26 -30: No Name -Calling Week
This week focuses on ending name-calling of all kinds and provides school communities with tools and inspiration to
talk about ways to eliminate bullying. www.nonamecallingweek.org

February i s | i br.abunngtheanorgh; librariesobatl tyges are cele-
brated to ensure that they will continue to serve. www.librarysupport.net/librarylovers

February is Black History Month . In 1976, Congress expanded the week-long ob-
servance begun in 1926 by Carter G. Woodson, to the entire month of February. Sim-
ple ideas for introducing young children to the concept of being treated equally can be
found at http://atozteacherstuff.com/pages/ 268.shtml. The Major Taylor Association recognizes the accomplishments
of Marshall W. Taylor who in 1896, broke two world cycling records, but was banned from the track by the Jim Crow
laws. Free downloadable curriculum can be found under the Home tab www.majortaylorassociation.org/. Civil Rights
Movement veterans are available for speaking engagements.www.crmvet.org. Mighty Times-The Legacy of Rosa
Parks is a free teaching kit from Teaching Tolerance www.teaching tolerance.org. The History of Jim Crow is avail-
able at www.jimcrowhistory.org. BlackPast.org provides reference materials on Black history in the United States and
on the history of people of African ancestry around the world. In Motion: The African-American Migration Experience
provides resources on 13 migrations that have formed and transformed African-Americans and the nation.
www.inmotionaame.org.

February 2 -8: National Green Week
A public awareness campaign to mobilize one million school children to collectively demonstrate how eco-friendly
choices can significantly reduce the volume of trash produced in schools. www.greenfoundation.com

February 16: RAsragaod apporiunity ®© lodkatynot only Presidents, but those who are leaders in
wor king for t heVisitwevovmwitehousegowkitlepresidentsday for an overview of the holiday and
brief biographies of the presidents.

February 21: International Mother Language Day
This observance began in 1999 by UNESCO6s General Con
diversity by highlighting native languages. www.un.org/Depts/dhl/language.

March is Music in Our Schools Month . Check out PeaceSongs.net which lists &
links more than 300 peace songs. Looking for new ideas to motivate students to
think critically and improve their writing? M.U.S.I.C. is a non-profit 501(c)(3) publicly
supported organization. They promote the educational use of songs by teachers in
all subject areas. Song lyrics are an excellent teaching tool that will engage, excite
and motivate young people. The creative process of analyzing and interpreting song lyrics helps students to develop
essential research, writing, critical thinking, and media literacy skills. Song-based lessons, projects, and activities are
tools that will enable educators to create opportunities for all students to experience success in the classroom.
www.learning fromlyrics.org

fere
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March 22: World Water Day

The worlddéds 263 transboundary | ake and
countries and cover nearly half of the
to satisfy water needs from limited water resources. WaterPartners has download-
able school curriculum, aligned with national standards, for elementary, middle and
high school levels. Also available are water fact sheets and videos. Funding for this global water project was pro-
vided by the Open Square Foundation. www.water.org/waterpartnersi Look under the Outreach Materials tab.

National Environmental Education Week

National Environmental Education Week (EE Week) is the largest organized envi-
ronmental education event in the United States. Made possible by Canon, it in-
creases the educational impact of Earth Day by creating a full week of educational
preparation, learning, and activities in K-12 classrooms, nature centers, zoos, mu-
seums, and aquariums. By participating in EE Week, you encourage your students to make a difference in their
schools, homes, and communities. It is celebrated the third week in April. www.eeweek.org

April 24: Arbor Day

Arbor Day is a nationally-celebrated observance that encourages tree planting and care. Founded by J. Sterling Mor-
ton in Nebraska in 1872, National Arbor Day is celebrated each year on the last Friday in April. www.arborday.org,
The United Nations Environment Programme has launched a Billion Tree Campaign with the goal of planting at least
one billion trees worldwide each year to effect positive climate change. unep.org/billiontreecampaign. Look for a tree
group or project on urban forestry near you at treelink.org. Many state foresters are a wealth of information! statefor-
esters.org.

May 5: Cinco de Mayo

Cinco de Mayo is an important national holiday for Mexico--second only to September
16, Independence Day. It was on this day, in 1862, that a small group of poorly trained
Mexican peasants, under the command of General Ignacio Zaragoza, bravely and
fiercely fought for their freedom against a regiment of 6,000 French soldiers under the
command of Napoleon Ill. Today, Cinco de Mayo is celebrated by native Mexican (and
American) people everywhere. In several towns in Mexico, on the fifth of May, along with
many speeches and parades, the Battle of Puebla is elaborately re-enacted in a whole day dramatization. In America,
Cinco de Mayo is taken as an opportunity to celebrate Hispanic culture in general, and is celebrated with huge fairs,
which include Mexican singing, dancing, feasting, costumes, sports activities, fireworks, and entertainment. Mariachi
bands play while dancers perform native Mexican dances such as the Mexican Hat Dance and the Raspa. Speeches
and parades encompass a large part of the celebration too. These events are one way in which people celebrate the
friendship of the United States and Mexico. This observance of the Cinco de Mayo victory is a special symbol for all
Mexican people who celebrate their rights of freedom and liberty, honoring those who fought, against the odds, for
these principles. Visit www.midgefrazel.net/cinco.html for ideas and lesson plans on celebrating Cinco de Mayo in
the classroom.

June 5: World Environment Day

World Environment Day is one of the principle vehicles through which the United Nations
stimulates worldwide awareness of the environment. World Environment Day will be held on
5 June 2009 in Mexico. The t heUmt toicembat éiviadeu r p |
change. 0 worl denvironmentday@unejp. or

June 20: World Refugee Day
On June 20, we celebrate World Refugee Day. Events around the world focus on the fundamental needs of millions
of refugees who live without material, social and legal protection. www.unhcr.org/
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Opportunities

**DEADLINE ALERT***

Winter 2009 page

Class on
Nonviolent Social
Change
With Joanne Sheehan
UCONN Avery Point
Groton, CT
Thursday evenings
Spring Semester
www.CreativeCommunity
Building.org

Global Stakeholders
Summit for a National
Peace Academy
Case Western Reserve
University
Cleveland, Ohio
March 2-4
www.nationalpeaceacade
my.us:80/
This project is an initiative
of Peace Partners
International.

***CTAUN CONFERENCE***
The Eleventh Conference for
Educators at the United Na-
tions is Friday, January 30th.
The theme i s -i

The United Nationsi Our

School so and

featured in Three Cups of Tea
and Executive Director of the

Central Asia Institute and Pen-
nies for Peace, will be the af-

ternoon keynote speaker.

Registration deadline is JANU-

ARY 14th.
Call Ricky Velez-Negron,
718-285-0667.
$65
www.teachun.org (PayPal)

Teaching Human Rights
Global to Local
2nd CTAUN Conference
Atlanta, GA
Tuesday
March 24, 2009
For registration informa-
tion contact:
Judy Farrigan
farrigan@bellsouth.net

**PLANET CONNECT***
Student Grants
This grant program includes
$1,000 to high school students
to improve the environment in
their community.
Applications are due
JANUARY 20TH
www.mywonderfulworld.org

Gr

Thinking about taking a
Responsive Classroom
workshop this summer?
www.responsive
classroom.org
for dates and locations

La Vista Ecological
Learning Center
Godfrey, IL
Offers seasonal celebra-
tions and programs in-
cluding Choices for Sus-
tainable Living and Earth
Literacy Programs
www.lavistaelc.org

NEA Foundation
Student Achievement Grants
Student Achievement grants of

$5000 are awarded to class-

room innovation projects to

engage students in critical
thinking and to deepen their
knowledge of standards-based
subject matter.

Deadline is February 1
www.nheafoundation.org

Travel to South Africal
Join Maggie Sherman (Hands
on Productions) and Diane
Gayer (AIAd University of Ver-
mont) and take a hands-on
summer course in South Af-
rica.

Participants will meet with
teachers, students and com-
munity leaders, and take part
in activities such as tree plant-
ing and community gardening.

For more information:
http://learn.uvm.edu/
teachertravel/south_africa

**H|PP WORKSHOPS***
The next Pax
Help Increase the Peace
introductory workshop for

H wouth (agefR1i2 grid ups,

youth staff and adults, will

kedheldvba Febreany $th, A
-8 p.m. and February 7th,

9-5, at the
Hartford Seminary.
Register by JANUARY
20th
paxeducare.hipp
@comcast.net
HIPP workshops teach
young people and adults
skills for addressing and
transforming conflict
in their lives.

Hei f er 6s
Learning Centers,
oril i ving cl
fer tours, Global Village
immersion experiences,

als

**TOYOTA TAPES-
E d u c BRY®* s
Science Grants
Fifty large grants of up to
$10,000 each and 208 32
mini-grants of up to $2,500
will be awarded to projects
involving physical science
application, environmental
science education, and
integrating science and
literacy. The project direc-
tor must be either a middle
or high school science
teacher with a minimum of
two years of science
teaching already com-
pleted in a K-12 school.
The project must be imple-
mented during the 09-10
school year. The deadline
for the online application is
11:59 p.m., EST, on
S I ARUARY Pst.0 f -
Go to http:/tapestry.nsta.
org

single and multi-day edu-
cational programs, and

service learning events.
Learning Centers are
working examples of the
sustainable agriculture
they support around the
worl d. Go to
site to find a Learning
Center near you.
www.heifer.org
Click on the Learn tab.

Heifer University
For Educators
July 24-27
Heifer Ranch
Perryville, Arkansas
Apply for a full scholarship
(excluding travel) at
www.heifer.org.educators.
Heifer U will focus on edu-
cation outreach programs
to be used to motivate stu-
dents to contribute to sus-
tainable solutions to hun-

LEMELSON-MIT
INVENTEAMS
Teams of high school stu-
dents, teachers, and men-
tors are asked to identify a
H griodiem théysvanite b
solve, research the prob-
lem, and then develop a
prototype invention as an
in-class or extracurricular
project. Applicants are
encouraged to consider
the problems and needs of

the worl dbés
(those earning less than
$2 a day). Teams are en-
couraged to work with
community partners.
Grants of up to $10,000
support each
forts. Go to http://
web.mit.edu/inventeams/
index.html
Deadline is April 24th.

p OOT

ger, poverty, and environ-
mental degradation.

Teaching Tolerance
Grants
www.teachingtolerance.
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Peacemakers at Work

Kudos to the Ambassadors of Peace and their teachers at Rock Hill School in Wal-
lingford CT! These fifth graders, selected for their leadership potential and desire to
help others, help to make their school a safe and caring place, and promote school
unity. The ambassadors run the school store where points earned by students who
care for others are traded in for school supplies and other items. They also mentor
younger and new students in the school. On the International Day of Peace (September
21st) the group designed a display of the 352 pinwheels made by each student in the
school. According to the national Pinwheels for Peace program, 2 million pinwheels
were placed in 3,000 locations this year.

Naturalist and videographer Scott Tucker, of East Haddam, CTExppdiienduces
NewEnglando, a cabl e show about nature shown on | oca
recently mailed over 500 free copies of his new film to every 6th grade class in the State of Con-

necticut and sent more to area nature centers and educational facilities. Thanks to a $24,854 grant

from the Department of Environmental Protection’'s Long Island Sound License Plate Fund, to-

i gether with a corporate contribution from the XL Corporation, Scott Tucker's Expedition New Eng-

& land was able to produce a thirty minute documentary DVD about Long Island Sound entitled

"More than a Sound, a Symphony of Life." While the program is designed to inspire everyone to

.| protect this magical body of water, it is specifically geared it to capture the hearts and minds of
Connecticut's youth. That's why every sixth grade science educator received a copy of the DVD.

Scott and his family took the camera underwater while scuba diving to show the fantastic creatures

that depend upon Long Island Sound for survival.

Kids Cafe is one of the nation's largest free meal service programs for children. Since the »
program's inception in 1993, Kids Cafes have become a centraltoolin Amer i ca6s
ond Ha r effers to@ms childhood hunger. The primary goal of the Kids Cafe pro-

gram is to provide free and prepared food, and nutrition education to hungry children. Kids
Cafes across the country achieve this goal by utilizing existing community resources, such | America’s Second Harvest
as Boys and Girls Clubs, or schools where children already naturally congregate. Kids Ending Hunger

Cafe programs have been established in a wide range of community-based settings. In
addition to providing hot meals to hungry kids, some Kids Cafe programs also offer a safe place, where under the su-
pervision of trustworthy staff, a child can get involved in educational, recreational and social activities that draw on ex-
isting community programs and often include family members. Kids Café began after two young brothers in Savan-
nah, GA in 1989, were discovered late one night in the kitchen of their housing project's community center. The older
brother had broken into the kitchen to feed himself and his younger brother. There are currently more than 1,000 Kids
Cafes in operation in the U.S., with plans to expand the number of sites through the Feeding Children Better Program.
www.secondharvest.org

: Congratulations to Habitat for Humanity ! In the year 2000, Habitat
Habitat built, in 2005, their 200,000th, and in 2008 Habitat reached the milestone of having constructed

m for Humanity® | their 300,000th house. More than 1.5 million people in more than 3,000 communities around the

world have benefited with safe, decent, affordable shelter. Habitat for Humanity International is a

nonprofit, ecumenical Christian housing ministry. HFHI seeks to eliminate poverty housing and

homelessness from the world and to make decent shelter a matter of conscience and action. Habitat invites people of

all backgrounds, races and religions to build houses together in partnership with families in need. Habitat Collier

County in Florida has financed the construction of more than 100 homes in Guatemala. Find out about a Habitat pro-

gram near you at www.hab itat.org.

Students at E.O. Smith High School in Storrs, CT are raising funds that will . . ‘i
help build a school i n ESingGehocid A . i‘/osmltu
the World student group is holding events to benefit the Ariang School in South . .

Sudan. Gabriel Bol Deng, one of the Lost Boys of Sudan, visited E.O. Smith in 50 flare of Finetliaea i Eicatie

the spring, and again this fall to share with students and staff his story and his

dream for building a school in his home village of Ariang. Children who attend school now meet under a tree. With

help, Gabriel hopes to drill six wells and build a school for 700 students. At present many children, especially girls,
cannot go to school because they must spend their days collecting water for their families.
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Resources

The UN website is available in six
languages and has a wealth of in-
formation about the UN and their
work on global issues. The web site
features news reports and webcasts
of major UN events, radio feeds,
multi-media resources, and educa-
tional materials. You can also find
calendars of all UN events and
online access to UN Library re-
sources and archives on the work of
the Organization. Programs focus-
ing on the UNGOGSs
opment Goals can also be found.
WWW.un.org

Mi |

UN related curriculum materials

can also be accessed on the
CTAUN website
(www.teachUN.org). Additional ma-
terials are avai

Pl ansdo and ABest

ing ideas and materials are also
available on the United Nations En-
vironment Program website
(www.unep.org). Of particular inter-
est is their Plant for the Planet: Bil-
lion Tree Campaign.

Il abl
Pr a

Viva la Causa, a free DVD and
teacher 6s gui de,
Teaching Tolerance, is available for
grades 7-12. The documentary film
shows how thousands of people
across the nation joined in a battle
led by Cesar Chavez and Dolores
Huerta for justice for farm workers.
The boycott of grapes and wines
finally led, in July of 1970, the Cali-
fornia growers to recognize the
workersdéd union and i
to $1.80 per hour. The film is of-

fered in English and Spanish.

Download an order form at

www.teachingtolerance.org/lacausa.

P gt

Tribeca Film Festi
mentary Award Winning Pray the

Devil Back to Hell is the gripping
account of a group of brave and
visionary women who demanded
peace for Liberia, a nation torn to
shreds by a decades-old civil war.

This remarkable peace movement

led by Leymah Gbowee, eventu-

ally resulted in the ouster of Libe-
riads cruel dictat
and the 2005 election of Presi-
dent Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Af-
ricadés first el
state. To find out more visit
www.praythedevilbackto hell.com.
l ennium Devel

ect

Child Labor Resources
Educational International
www.ei-ie.org
You can view a short video about
the dropout prevention program
created by the

union in Morocco.

The International Center on Child
Labor and Education
www.iccle.org
e under iTeacher
c t i €hdds.abor Coaltiena ¢ h -
www.stopchildlabor.org

New, free Global Education Re-

source Kits are available from
Heifer. Students will be inspired
by stories showing how goats and
other animals from Heifer are
helping people all over the world
ﬁqdr'léére dhd pdvefty. Some
grade levels are still in develop-
ment. Some materials can be
downloaded, and some will be
mailed. The site requires registra-
tion. www.HeiferEducation.org

ncrease wagdges

Winter 2009 @age

val sd Best Dag
Let éds al l be
infectious hope that will
restore the faith necessary
for us to create an
environment of optimism.
Optimism breeds energy
and energy breeds
solutions. May the
solutions we seek be
raimdful Gfiwhat dreatsd our
present situation and
sensitive to a distant
dutlire. f Mayrilze limprintwe
leave

be soft on the earth and
strong in the business of
mankind.

Roberta Campbell
Folsom, CA

nat.

The crisis in DARFUR contin-

uesée

Ihtgrnnat?orlml Rtesecdae %:gmemrittg’eo
www.thelRC.org

Save Darfur Coalition
www.savedarfur.org

Darfur Alert Coalition
www.darfuralert.org

Hungry Planet:
What the World Eats

Peter Menzel
Ten Speed Press

The authors visit thirty families in
twenty-four countries to capture
snhapshots of abundance and dep-
rivation at the dinner table.

and

What the World Eats

Peter Menzel and
Tricycle Press
2008

A more kid-friendly version of the
original meant to get kids thinking
about the world around them, but
also about the food on their own
plates.

of

Fa

F a



